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I don’t seem to have left myself much
room this time and one or two articles
etc which were due to have appeared in
this issue of the newsletter have had to
be deferred to the next. The time seems
to be approaching when I will have to
consider enlarging the newsletter to ac-
commodate all of you who like to submit
articles. I'm not complaining mind... the
more the merrier I say and keep the
material flowing in.

We have enjoyed two excellent visits
recently, one to King's Dyke with Derek
Gore and one to Torquay Museum. Soon
we shall be visiting Mamhead Church
and all those intending to be there will
particularly welcome Maurice Criddle’s
article on the Mamhead estate in this
issue.

Bob Thompson

In the March 2000 Newsletter of our Local History Group, Tricia
Whiteaway wrote an article about the Balles of Mamhead and
Dawlish. The majority of the article concerned that family’s connection
with Dawlish, and only brief mention was made of their Mamhead
Estate. I therefore thought that members might like to know more of
the details of that estate as it is quite near Dawlish and also a visit is to
be made to Mamhead Church (which lies in the parkland of the estate)
on 4th September.

In the Domesday Book, Mamhead is described as Mammeheve, which
appears to mean “Headland”, which is appropriate because of the hill
rising steeply behind Mamhead House up to the Obelisk. At the time
of the Norman Conquest, Mamhead was held by Ralph de Pomerai and
consisted of three rods of land on lease from Baldwin the Sheriff,
Baron of Okehampton. The Manor passed to Sir Hugh Peverell of
Ermington who, it is recorded, lived there in 1241. It was inherited by
his son Sir John Peverell upon whose death it became the home of his
sister, Amicia Peverell, who married Sir Nicholas, Lord de Carew,
who died in 1311. It then descended in the Carew family in a direct
line to the time of Queen Elizabeth, when Sir Peter Carew sold to
Giles Ball(e). It was inherited by his son Sir Peter Ball, born 1598,
died 1680, at Mamhead. He married Anne, daughter of Sir William
Cook of Gloucester, and they had 17 children.

It seems most probable that the first Mansion House was the Royal
Garrison spoken of by the historian Whitelock as having been aban-
doned on the approach of Sir Thomas Fairfax with his army in January
1646. The property passed to William Ball after his father’s death and
then to his son Thomas Ball, who died in 1749 without issue. It was
then left to his nephew, Thomas Hussey Apreece, who came from
Huntingdon, and who soon afterwards sold it to Joseph Gascoigne
Nightingale who left it to his son Washington Nightingale, who died
unmarried in 1734. His sister Elizabeth Nightingale who inherited it,
married Wilmot Vaughan, First Earl of Lisburne and brought the
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property into that family. The Earl enlarged the Mansion (and also
it was re-adapted by Robert Adams in 1774), which was situated
very near the church. Elizabeth died in 1775 and the first Earl of
Lisburne then married Dorothy Shafto who died in 1803. A son by
the first marriage, William Vaughan, became second Earl and
when he died, unmarried in 1820, his half-brother (son of the
second marriage) became the third Earl.

The Mansion and Estate were purchased from the third Earl in
1823 by Mr R.W.Newman and his brother Thomas who decided to
build a new mansion some distance away from the old one, the
foundation stone being laid in 1828. The stable tower was built at
the same time and part of it is an cxact copy of Belsay Castle in
Northumberland. The architect for the sccond Mansion was a
young man of 26 years of age, Anthony Salvin, whose first work
this was, and as a result he became the most successful architect of
the 19th Century. The house was built of Bath stone shipped from
Bristol to Starcross in sailing ships and taken on to Mamhead in
conveyances drawn by bullocks. The stable Tower is of red sand-
stone from the local neighbourhood. The first mansion was pulled
down about 1828 as it was in a bad state of repair. R.J.Newman,
who was Member of Parliament for Exeter from1818 to 1826, was
created a Baronet in 1836 and died in 1848, the Estate passing to
his eldest son Robert. Sadly he was killed during the Crimean War
at the Battle of Inkermann in 1854 and so the Estate passed to his
brother Sir Lydston Newman, a horse racing enthusiast who devel-
oped a Stud in the village and who died in 1892. His son Sir Robert
Newman (later to become Lord Mamhead) then inherited, was
Member of Parliament for Excter from 1918 to 1922, and died in
1945 unmarried.

He left the Estate to his brother-in-law Mr Frederick Lumley for
his life and thereafter to his cousin Sir Ralph Newman who sold
the estate in 1954 but retained the Mansion and the Park and
woodland immediately surrounding the house. This was let to the
Pathfinder Organization who used it as a Christian conference and
holiday centre. but not for long. because in June 1958 the entire






