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Dear Members

You may welcome a reminder as to the mem-
bership of your commitiee, elected with all
due formality (which means very little for-
mality) at our recent AGM:

Bob Thompson Chairman

Tricia Whiteaway Hon. Secretary

Paul de Lusignan Ion. Treasurer

Jo de Lusignan Publications Secretary

John Rean Speaker finder
Jo Rean Group Records
Val Eaves Publicity

I should like to record my personal thanks to
the members of the committee who are con-
stantly beavering away behind the scenes
and rarely receive the credit they deserve.

ds most of vou will know, Val Gale who had

srved on the committee since the inception
of the Group has now retived and we shall
miss her forthright contributions very much.
Her place on the committee was not filled at
the AGM but the committee was given the
authority to appoint someone in her place
and this will be done a.s.a.p.

Incidentally you will be glad to hear that Val
has now published her family history under .
the title "Daffodils Never Hear" and it is a
splendid read, full of interest not simply for
the family anecdotes but for the historical
background which is beautifully painted in.
There are many insights into what life was
like for ordinary families in the 19th and
earlv 20th centuries, while for me the high-
light is the saga of James Bennetts Williams,
Val's grandfather, boy miner, shopkeeper,
local preacher, and incredible adventurer
who travelled to Bolivia in 1883 and worked
in the remote silver mines, depicted in a day
to day account which is absolutely fascinat-

g and vivid. And this is only part of what is
probably the best family history I have ever
read. Once family demands have been met,
Val tells me, there may be a small number of
copies available for sale.

You will remember that a few months ago,
after the archaeology group had field walked
over Shutterton, Tricia mounted a display of
local archaeology in Dawlish in the Library.
Well, this display now has a permanent home
in Dawlish Museum, courtesy of the Museum
Society. It is intended to add to the display
and to update it from time to time. DLHG
now also has its own noticeboard just inside
the entrance to the museum, on wiich we can
display our newsletters and information
about the group. A great deal of work has
heen done not only on the structure of the
nseum but on the displays too so make an
early visit. If vou are not a member of the
nisenm society (most of ws 1 think are), wiy
not join. Additional stewards are always
needed.
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An Old Campaigner: Rowley Hill

It has been suggested that we should make a collection of biographies of
Dawlish heroes. Ilere is one, taken from “The Colonial New Zealand Wars”
by Tim Ryan and Bill Parham which was passed to us by the museum. Further
contributions would be welcome.

This photograph of Rowley Hill,

T . taken about the turn of the century,
shows his ten medals. From the leff,
bottom row: two from the Roval Hu-
mane Society, Empire Veterans As-
sociation Cross, Baltic Medal
(1854—55), Turkish Medal for the
Crimea (1854-56), Crimea Medal
with bar for Sebastopol (1854-56),
Indian Mutiny Medal with bars for
Lucknow and the Relief of Lucknow
(1857—58); top row: New Zealand
War Medal (1860—66), New Zealand
Cross, New Zealand Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal,

‘Sergeant George (Rowley) Hill (1837—1930) had a fighting carcer of extraor-
dinary varicty and adventurc. He was born in the Devonshire town of Dawlish,
and joined the Roval Navy in 1851. He saw over 10 vears’ service as a
blugjacket. He was in HM.S. Leopard at the bombardment of Sebastopol. and
on returning to England from the Black Sea he joined HM.S. Shannon which
was bound for the China station. Shannon was ordered to Calcutta when the
Indian Mutiny broke out.

Hill was part of Captain Pecl’s famous Naval Brigade. which took a battery
of 32 pounders to the heart of India. He fought at the taking of Lucknow, where
he was slightly wounded, at Delhi and in the desperate battles at Cawnpore
under Sir Cohn Campbell. In 1860 he was in the Mediterrancan in H.M.S.
Hannibal, and took French leave at Palermo to enlist. like many other British
sailors, in Garibaldi’s Army of Liberation. After the campaign in Italy, where
he was wounded, he rejoined his ship, and the desertion was overlooked as
English sympathy with Garibaldi was running high. He later served in H.M.S.
Furvalus.

On coming to New Zealand in 1863 he joined No. 2 Company of Von
Tempsky's Forest Rangers and fought in the Waikato, Taranaki and the
Hauhau campaigns on the East Coast. Later he was in Major Fraser’s No. 1
Company of Military Settlers in Hawke's Bay. He then joined No. 1 Division of
thc Armed Constabulary, and received the rare decoration of the New Zealand
Cross for his part in the defence of Hiruharama Pa, Mohaka.

When the defence forces were reorganised in 1886, Hill joined the Subma-
rinc Mining Scction of the Permanent Force at Auckland. His last attempt at
military service came at the end of the century, when he voluntecred to serve
against the Boers in South Africa, But the authoritics considered his age (63)
too advanced. He scttled in Devonport, Auckland, where he lived to his death at
the age of 93.°






