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Why Did They Leave Their Homes ?

Dear Members,

In our last newsletter I mentioned that some |
of our members are intending to produce a
book on the maritime history of Dawlish and
would welcome help from other members
who have access to information on this topic.
Now I have a further request on behalf of
Pam Robins who is researching the history of
Holcombe Post Office. If you have any infor-
mation, any old photographs, or contacts the labourers' life in the early
with people who might be able to help, please [§% B .| 19th century. It was written by
~ontact her. =% Home sweet home—a Devon Farmhouse 2 REY- James Bickford born in

1838 in Modbury, Devon, who

Are there any more of you out there who have became a Methodist missionary and worked in the West Indies, Demer-

| As a genealogical researcher
for many years, I have often
been asked "Why did our an-
cestors move from A to B? Or
even to emigrate? " Perhaps the
following might give an idea of

been thinking for some time of doing some re- ara, Victoria, New South Wales and finally in South Australia. His father

search on a topic of particular interest to them? was a yeoman of Edmeston Barton in Modbury, a tenant farmer of the

Please do not hesitate to ask for help if you need Venerable Archdeacon Froude of Dartington, whilst his grandfather

it. We welcome such initiatives .... Why else would farmed Rake near Loddiswell, Devon.

1 spend so much time accumulating materials in

our archives? "Behind the homestead (Edmeston Barton) rose a high precipitous over-
hanging rock, visible for miles distant. This notable rock served as a ren-

Incidentally does any member have any informa- dezvous for the peasant classes amidst the troubles arising from scarcity

tion about the Dawlish Regatta which was so im- of provisions, want of employment, and a starvation wage. I remember

portant an event each summer during the last cen- hearing my father speak of one of those gatherings when he was a young
tury? The archives contain only a few documents man, from which several hundreds of day -.labourers marched throughout
and certainly not enough to write a history of the the neighbouring parishes to lay their grievances before the 'Squires' and
Regatta. And why do we not have a Regatta to- to tell those of the farmers, who were using threshing..machines for re-
day ? moving the corn from the ears instead of the flail, that if such operations
were continued, both machines and buildings would be fired.
In this newsletter we publish (with permission) a =
letter or rather an e-mail from a lady in the USA. Unfortunate labourers! With the exception of the harvest season, which
DLHG is going international it seems, and why lasted only for a month, when the men would feed at the farmers’ tables,
—not. There are former Dawlishians in every part of their fare was scant indeed . Barley bread and water for breakfast, barley
the globe and it seemed appropriate to publish this bread and cider for dinner, and potatoes with a sprinkle of salt and a little
letter in the same issue as Tricia’s article oppo- fat for the evening meal : who can wonder at peasant complanations for
site. We will always be happy to hear from exiles securing a just wage and a right to live, not simply to exist!. ...........
with stories to tell.
But the prospects of 'renting’ farmers were anything but cheering. There
was looming in the near distance the inevitable Repeal of the Corn Laws,
Bob Thompson which would seriously affect the tenant farmers then under lease to their
landlords who would probably make nio abatement of their rents. Besides
there was in many a tenant-farmer's home a galling sense of vassalage to
the owner of the soil, which the independent, native-born-yeoman-spirit
could ill bear. Altogether, therefore it seemed better to be free than to
remain in such conditions......

There had not been in the last sixty or seventy years any encouragement
to the rising yeomanry to try their fortunes under the tenant and landlord
system or in the town for the young mechanics and tradespeople to com-
pete for a position and a respectable living. Hence it has been a kind of
breeding ground for America, and in later years for Australia and New
Zealand."

Contributed by Tricia Whiteaway







