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Editorial
This new header for the Newsletter is the same as is now used on our website. It was designed by Sheila Ralls and
is based on a Rock & Co engraving, I think from 1864. In recent months the website has been enhanced with a
new Home page, plus the addition of an index to our archive files, maps and an index to graves in St Gregory’s
churchyard, and selections of historic images as shown and discussed at monthly meetings. (The first six from the
February meeting are currently there.)
Our second publication of 2017 has just emerged. A History of Having Fun in Dawlish is essentially a picture book
focused on local tourism and leisure activities, and is largely based on material originally developed for displays at
the History Open Day events in 2015 and 2016. Within the limitations of the A5 stapled format care has been
taken to ensure that the historic pictures are presented as clearly as possible. To this end the book has been printed
on a lightweight coated paper, which I hope you agree has given really high quality results.
The future programme of talks and outings has now been extended through to March 2018, so that something is
happening every month except January. As usual members renewing are given a printed summary of the
programme, and details are on the website. Although we are providing more talks than before, we are keeping the
membership fee for 2017/18 unchanged at £7.50. Feedback from members on what we provide is always welcome,
as are suggestions for future speakers, outings, or research/ publication topics.
Finally, David Allanach and Ray Bickel are leading two walks during the Dawlish Walking Festival: a Railway
History Walk (based on our guide booklet) on Thurs 27th April starting at 2.00 pm at the TIC, and a Local History
Walk in the town on Sunday 30th April starting at 10.30 am at the Bandstand.

Street Furniture: a presentation by Paul Rendell.
Paul’s talk at our February meeting covered a wide variety of everyday items
that we pass without paying them much attention. He illustrated it with his
own photos, taken mainly in Devon. Some things that can be considered as
street furniture, such as boundary markers, mileposts and horse mounting
blocks were around in the 19th century or earlier. But photographs from the
early 20th century show that, apart from shop signs and awnings and a few gas
lamps, urban streets had little or none of the paraphernalia that we now take for
granted: road name signs, direction signposts, lampposts, bollards, warning
signs, bus stops and shelters, pedestrian crossings, drain covers, yellow lines,
and so on.
Initially road signs were small and designed to be read from slow horse drawn
vehicles, but got bigger as motor vehicles predominated and began to go faster.
Until the 1960s road signs were designed and made locally in accordance with
a national design guidance manual.
Paul explained that metal road signs were liable to be stolen for their scrap
value and have largely been replaced with plastic equivalents such that the few
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metal signs remaining are now valued as heritage items. Some metal signs are now collectors’ items; AA village
signs are especially prized – one like the one shown above from Marldon, near Paignton, was recently offered on
ebay for £500.

Who Sank the ‘Mary Rose’ in 1545?
In March Peter Marsden gave us a full account of the conservation of the wreck of the Mary Rose, the amazing
range of artefacts discovered, the history of the ship, and what conclusions might be drawn about what life was like
for those serving on warships at that time. The wreck was discovered in Portsmouth harbour in 1971 and raised off
the seabed in 1982. It had been laying on its side underwater and it was the one third that had been buried that had
survived. It went through a lengthy conservation process which involved spraying the structure with water and
later with a polyethylene glycol solution to preserve the timbers.
The ship was a carrack originally built in 1512 as part of King Henry VIII’s project to build up the English Navy
into a coherent force. In 1512 archers and boarding parties of soldiers were more important weapons than on-board
guns, but warship design evolved rapidly. In 1536 the Mary Rose was rebuilt and many more gun ports were cut
into her sides, and then even more heavy guns were added shortly before her disastrous last outing.
In 1544 Henry’s armies had captured Boulogne. In retaliation the following year the French assembled a huge
armada to seize the Isle of Wight. More than two hundred warships and galleys with 30,000 troops on board
arrived off Portsmouth on 18th July 1545. A royal review of the Navy was underway that day and the English were
caught unawares. The sea battle lasted two days. On the second day English ships becalmed in the harbour were
attacked by French galleys propelled by oarsmen. Eyewitnesses reported that the 800 ton Mary Rose, under the
command of Sir George Carew of Polsloe Priory near Exeter, had been firing at a galley and was executing a sharp
turn when she was hit by a gust of wind. This caused her to keel over and water rushed in through gun ports that
had been left open, flooding the vessel. Even
though the Mary Rose sank in shallow water with
other ships around, of the 500 or so men on board
only 35-40 survived.
Peter Marsden explained why the ship sank and
with so few survivors. Firstly, she was carrying
too many heavy guns and was difficult to
manoeuvre; Henry had insisted on the maximum
possible fire power and this had pushed the
structure beyond its capabilities. Secondly, the
process of closing the hatches or lids over the gun
ports when not in use was flawed. Inspection of
what remained of the structure showed that there
were no lid rope holes above each gun port. The
ropes would have run to a deck above and so
opening and closing the lids was not the responsibility of the gunners – they would have had to shout to people on
the higher deck above to unfasten the ropes. This would have been difficult in the heat and noise of battle.
But there may have also been communication problems because crew members spoke different languages. Tests
carried out on the tooth enamel from twenty skeletons of crew members reached the surprising conclusion that
about half were from southern Europe, and there is separate documentary evidence that the Navy employed
mercenaries from Spain and Germany. And the crew members and soldiers on board would have found escape
from the rapidly sinking ship impeded by netting spread over the decks to prevent boarding by enemy soldiers.
The wider action of which the Mary Rose incident was a part of what was later called the Battle of the Solent, the
result of which was inconclusive. The invasion of the Isle of Wight was repulsed, and the French were forced to
withdraw on 22nd of July as they were unable to resupply.
David Gearing

St Gregory’s graveyard
Some years ago a comprehensive survey of all the gravestones in the churchyard was undertaken by a team led by
Chris Penn, then a DLHG member. The information was collated and various indexes produced. Paper copies of
these indexes were then given to the church and the Devon Heritage Centre.
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For many years the church has answered queries about the gravestones from these records and enquiry sessions
have been held on most Thursday mornings. The Dawlish Local History Group has also received some queries
about these gravestones and we wondered if there was a way that we could make the information available on the
internet. The stumbling block was that it would be a huge task to scan all the information as the complete
inscriptions seemed to be only available on individual cards.
However it transpired that our long-standing member Sheila Wain had done the original typing and with the help of
her son was able to unearth the original data from her computer. As a result we have been able to put all the
information which was collected and the various indexes onto our website. Just click on ‘Maps’.
There are hundreds of graves in the churchyard which was used for all Dawlish deaths until about 1900 when the
cemetery took over. However a few people were interred after that date in family graves, the last being recorded in
1977. We are lucky that some of the earlier graves have remained in place and still had readable inscriptions. The
earliest is of Gavin Painter who died on 7 May 1710. If you would like to find him walk from the main entrance
opposite Barton Villas and as you approach the church tower on the left hand side of the path are three graves, the
one nearest the road belongs to Gavin (the horizontal one in the photo below).
The usual way of finding a particular gravestone
will be to look at the name index and take a note
of the index number and Grave number. Then look
up the Headstone inscription sorted by index
which will give all the details that could be
deciphered on the gravestone and a description of
the grave itself. To actually find the grave in the
churchyard look up the Grave map. You can use
either the index number or the Grave number but
it is probably easier to use the Grave number as
these are arranged in strict order. (But beware the
left hand side of the churchyard diagram is
numbered at the end of the sequence, so start with
the top line to the right of the building and the
numbers proceed along the row and then follow
each line below. In order to orientate yourself you
should know that Church Street is at the top of the
plan.)
Gravestones can often give colour to an individual even using well known phrases, for example:
William Pearn aged 76: Afflicians so long time bore/ Physicians slaved in vain/ Till God was pleased to give me
ease/ And to free me from my pain.
Not infrequently the information on the graves can give a whole family history, for example:
Sacred to The memory of Samuel Hill/ Who was master of a schooner in Dawlish 40 years/ He died 26
March 1830 Aged 59 years/ Also Richard their son who died 4 November 1809 Aged 4 years St John XI,
25, 26/ Also Henry their son who died Mar 15 1819 Aged 15 years/ In affectionate remembrance of John
Stokes Hill son of George Hill of this parish who died November 24 1887 Aged 56 years/ “Until the day
dawn and the shadows flee away”
But sometimes the graves can produce a puzzle. Can anyone unravel the enigmatic:
WC 1851 ELC 1868 AMCK 1871?
As part of this project the church kindly gave us paper copies of transcriptions of their registers of births marriages
and deaths. However, anyone studying family history of the local area can purchase printed copies of much of the
registers from the Devon Family History Society. The information can also be found on the Find My Past
genealogy web site.
David Allanach

The Tukes by Tricia Whiteaway.
I am always intrigued with surnames and my ears pricked-up when I heard a name that sounded familiar mentioned
in a TV program. The programme was about Bedlam (Bethlehem Hospital), the institution in London founded in
the 1300s for anyone considered to be a ‘lunatic’ (also a convenient place to dispose of unwanted wives and other
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female relatives, usually by their menfolk in order to obtain their inheritances). By the 18th century the institution
had moved to a new building on a new site and was run by four generations of an unscrupulous family who charged
money for the public to see and laugh at the inmates, where the conditions were described by many others as
atrocious. But in 1813 their regime was stopped and there were new administrators -.and two of the new
administrators were called Tuke! These Tukes it seems were Quakers and came originally from Yorkshire. Still
searching, I found an advert in the Exeter Flying Post newspaper of 4th June 1812 which stated ‘Mr Tuke, surgeon,
takes in mentally deranged Private patients and is now increasing the arrangements. Apply to Lunatic Asylum,
Exeter.
However, good old Google gave me a little more interesting details on these Tukes. A William and a Samuel Tuke,
surgeons (also Quakers), were involved in supporting the Lunatic Asylum in Exeter in the early 19th century. I
checked our parish registers and found - John
Edgecombe Tuke (described as a sojourner) who
married Sophia Smith in Dawlish on 7th February
1818. We know nothing from our registers of
where they came from but it was at the baptisms of
their children, that followed in fairly quick
succession, that we find that J E Tuke was a
surgeon. Their children were John Henry born in
December 1818, Arthur Edgecombe in 1820,
Edgecombe Booker in 1822, George Pleydell in
1823, Francis Charles in 1825, Sophia Bradford in
1826, Frederick in 1829, and finally Fanny Louise
in 1830. Even though he was a doctor, sadly four of
his children died in childhood, the last one in 1833.
This was the same year when their father also died
aged 47, and all were buried in St. Gregory’s
churchyard. However, there is not a tombstone found for this family which might give us further information, as
Quakers do not always hold with such things. His widow Sophia remained in Dawlish living in their house on
Lawn Terrace until 1842, when she too disappeared from Dawlish.
I would think without a doubt that those in London in the late 18th century and those in Exeter were all related, and
we should give thanks to them for their more understanding attitude to the poor souls who were installed in such
places. And even today the compassion of this family continues in York at the Tuke Centre. Because of the
coincidence of the same name, the same professions and interests I think we could only assume that our Mr Tuke
was related to them.

Museum Report
The Museum is buzzing at the moment with the 50th anniversary fast approaching: April 30th is the day. There have
been no big changes to displays but quite a bit of ‘tweaking’, and the lighting system has been updated.
We have had three school visits so far this year. There were two in January from Barton Academy, Torquay, who
were researching ‘disasters’, and on 6th March 19 pupils from Trinity School in Teignmouth came on the train
dressed as evacuees complete with gas masks, identity cards and ration cards. This entitled them to sweets from
Jen’s sweetshop in the Strand – thanks to her for joining in with us. It is very rewarding if a little noisy when they
come into the normally quiet building.
As usual new members are always welcome – pop in on a Tuesday or Friday morning between 10 and 12 for a chat
if interested.
Mavis Stuckey, March 2017.

50 YEARS OF DAWLISH MUSEUM….how it all began
Fifty years ago Elsa Godfrey of Dawlish was concerned when witnessing historic items, which she regarded as part
of the history of our work and homes, being sold in a London market to overseas.
Spurred on by her daughter Judith and after a chat with her friend Gordon Wright of the Brunswick Bookshop the
idea of starting a collection of objects relating to Dawlish took hold. With the help of the Dawlish Gazette, appeals
were made for residents to donate or lend items, not of any particular value but which were out of date and could
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form the basis of a collection. Both Gordon and Elsa were surprised by the interest this created and the response
was immediate, the first item was a pair of lorgnettes followed by a pair of sugar nippers, both Victorian in origin.
These were the sort of items Elsa knew would disappear unless something was done to save them. Following these
initial gifts a large variety of articles were offered which required the setting up of some sort of record keeping.
Storage was also a problem especially with the larger items and Elsa’s flat was fast becoming overcrowded. An
offer from the then Clerk to the Council to use the wine cellars at The Manor House to store some donations was
eagerly accepted.
During 1968 the Editor of the Dawlish Gazette, Mr W J Holman kept the interest in the collection alive by
publishing letters of support and although there was nowhere the now expanding collection could be displayed
many gifts and loans were received.
At the invitation of Mr and Mrs Wright a meeting for all interested parties was held at their home, Brunswick
House. Twenty one people attended and from there a Founding Committee was formed under the chairmanship of
Mr Henry Morgan. The first full meeting of this Committee was held in November 1968 the object of which was
to establish the collection and create a Museum for Dawlish. It was agreed that the area covered should also
include Holcombe, Starcross, Ashcombe and Kenton plus the outlying farms.
At this stage there was still nowhere to display the donated items but Gordon Wright suggested that his bookshop
window could be used in the first instance and it was a great success. (This shop is now Brunswick Barbers Shop).
During this period many meetings were held with the Council where it was eventually agreed, in March 1969, that
two rooms in the house known as “The Knowle” could be let on a short term basis to the Founding Committee.
The Knowle, a Georgian gentleman’s residence, was used at that time in part as a Welfare Clinic. The rooms
offered known as The Knowle Flat had been unoccupied for several years and required drastic treatment to make
the neglected interior fit for displays. Over the next three months, many hours were spent removing old paint and
violent-coloured wallpaper, extracting the newspaper draught excluders from under the skirting boards and around
the windows. It was agreed that an all-white interior would enhance the natural light for best effect and keep costs
to a minimum. Wall cupboards were converted into display shelving and an old broken iron stove was reassembled
which was placed near the entrance – this same stove has pride of place in the Victorian Kitchen today. Once the
artefacts were removed from what looked like overcrowded cellars of the Manor House into their new home, Elsa
is quoted as saying it “looked a little sparse”.

The Knowle, 1907
Later that year a Public meeting of the Council was held at the Manor House attended by some 75 people. Henry
Morgan outlined the aims and the progress made towards creating a Museum for Dawlish. This was so successful
that by the close of that meeting the majority of those attending enrolled as members at a cost of 5/- (25p) for the
year.
Following the success of this meeting, visitors were able to get an idea of what Elsa was trying to achieve and
many further loans and gifts were received. A chance meeting with a Mr Owen who was looking to re-house his
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collection of shells and fossils gave the Museum its first main specialised exhibit. Help was also to hand when the
Royal Albert Museum in Exeter wished to dispose of some of their glass display cases.
The official opening of the Museum in 1969 was carried out by Mrs Bessy Baker, the eldest daughter of JHG
Lammacraft who reached her centenary that year. It is understood that the name of John Betjeman – a friend of
Gordon Wright – was put forward but the consensus was to use someone local! Small leaflets had been produced
and distributed to all the Hotels, local Guest Houses, shops and anyone who would take them. The rooms looked
pristine and all the displays had been dusted and every floor polished. The small crowd attending the opening was
invited to see what had been achieved and Dawlish Museum was in business.
Shortly after this, the Welfare Clinic was moved into the new Health Centre and the Museum was informed that
they also must vacate the The Knowle by September 1972. Given notice to quit by the Council so soon after the
initial success was a harsh blow to all concerned and during that year many searches were made for suitable
premises around the area.
In the meantime it was decided to try and organise a display of the local trades of Dawlish to coincide with a Trade
Fair to be organised by the local Chamber of Trade on The Lawn. Items, many and varied were loaned by local
businesses including post card printers, carding machines, scales, a mortise lock maker and the like. With such
heavy machinery, permission was requested from the Council to use two empty ground floor rooms to display
these. The event was an outstanding success not only from the gifts and loans received from local traders and
residents, but also the number of visitors it attracted. The interest shown to this one event played no small part in
the decision of the Council to grant a Lease on the whole of the building for use as a Museum. The rest, as they
say, is history.
From those small beginnings the Museum continues to house all aspects of Dawlish history today, attracting
thousands of holidaymakers, schoolchildren and residents. It is a non-profit making charity, run entirely by
dedicated volunteers and is an integral part of the town.
In 2017 the Museum will open for the season on 30th April until the end of September, it now has 11 galleries on
three floors (chairlift available) and is child friendly. Opening times: Wed-Fri: 10.30am to 5pm; Sat-Sun: 2pm to
5pm; Mon & Tues in August 10.30am to 5pm. Please come along and see us and share the history.
(Content taken from the notes of Elsa Godfrey, Gordon Wright and Henry Morgan.)
Liz Botterill, Dawlish Museum, 2017

New Supports for the Viaduct
On 23rd May 1928 the Devon and Exeter
Gazette reported: ‘The Great Western
Railway Co. has now commenced in
earnest the work of reconstructing the
viaduct at Dawlish, and the old structure
of many heavy stone piers will give way
to a handsome three-span design which
has been obtained largely through the
instrumentality and generosity of Mr C J
Ross. All the old piers have been
removed and trains are crossing at about
five miles an hour on gigantic wooden
supports that have been in position for
some months.’
The image on the right is a very old
photograph, possibly from the early
1860s, of the viaduct with its original piers and the first station building, which burnt down in 1873. The tower of
the atmospheric pumping station can be seen in the background, and an elevated cast iron water tank to the left in
front of the station. The man on the extreme left is standing next to what may be a small cart designed to be drawn
by a donkey. In the middle of the picture another man is sitting on an upturned boat on the beach.
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