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Editorial  by David Gearing 

You may be aware that five months have elapsed since the previous newsletter.  This is because (as 

announced at monthly meetings) I’ve been trying to adhere to a policy of only producing one if there are 

substantial contributions available written by someone other than me – but there’s been little forthcoming 

so far in 2018.  It’s been gratifying to hear that at least some members have enjoyed recent newsletters, 

and of course the Group has produced regular bulletins since the start, and I don’t want to break with 

tradition.  So I decided to produce one now based largely around material I had in stock, so to speak - 

and it’s larger than usual, to make up for the longer than usual gap.  I hope you find it interesting, but 

please do consider contributing something yourself to future editions – short pieces (including reports of 

talks or outings) are welcome as well as longer essays, and help is available if needed. 

What's in a name?  by David Allanach 

There are two walls at the end of Boat Cove namely Pout Wall and Early's Wall - but how did they get 

their names? The easiest to answer is Early's Wall, that wide pavement or promenade linking Boat Cove 

and Coryton Cove. It was created as part of the works to re-shape the cliff below Lea Mount to avoid 

further cliff falls. The contractor for the works was named Richard Early and so his name lives on. 

Even if you didn't know about Richard Early 

you could assume that by using an 

apostrophe in the name of the wall that a 

person called Early was associated with this 

structure. There is no such clue for the other 

wall which contemporary newspapers refer 

to as The Pout Wall. Imagine if the builder 

had been called Smith would you be likely 

to call it The Smith Wall? – unlikely I think. 

It also turns out that Pout is a surname that 

is only found in parts of the country far from 

the south west. 

So if the Pout Wall does not refer to a 

surname what is its origin? It is worth 

remembering that the wall was first created 

in the 1840s to protect the railway line. A painting done at the time shows that it was constructed as a 

series of linked and filled in arches. At some point this wall was strengthened into its current form.  The 

above photo shows Boat Cove and Pout Wall in 1892. 

It is not clear when the name Pout was first applied to this wall but it may not have been when it was first 

created. A possible explanation is given in the dictionary where one of the meanings is 'a name for 

several kinds of fish'. There is an obvious association here with the wall protecting the fishing boats in 

Boat Cove, but Maurice Criddle suggests that it is more likely that the wall has always been associated 

with people fishing from on top of it. For the moment this remains a theory and more research is needed. 

Westcott’s Local Press  25
th

 September 1879 by David Gearing 

Two years ago I contributed a piece for the newsletter based on material in a copy of Westcott’s Local 

Press of 18
th
 November 1869.  I described it as the first of an occasional series.  Well, here’s the second 

in the series, based on a  copy of the same newspaper from nearly ten years later.  Just to remind you, the 

full title of this paper was Westcott’s Local Press, Advertiser, Arrival List and General Directory, for 

Dawlish and the Neighbourhood.  It was a weekly publication produced from about 1849 until 1899 and 
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cost twopence in 1879.  It was founded by Leonard Westcott, a printer, stationer and bookbinder whose 

office was at no.9 in the Strand.  

The advertisements in a newspaper of this age are always of interest to a modern day reader with an 

interest in history, as they provide insights both into what people bought and some aspects of how they 

lived, and also how products and services were promoted to potential customers. 

Extravagant claims abounded, particularly for medicinal products, and one wonders how sceptical people 

were about such apparently ludicrous contentions.  There is a good example in this paper. 

Bugs, Black Beetles, Cockroaches, Crickets!: These household pests all got rid of with One 

Dressing Only of Laugher’s Dalmatian Insect Powder.  This powder cannot be surpassed for the 

Prevention and Destruction of every form of Insect Life whether in the person, clothing, and 

dwellings of man, or the bodies, houses, kennels, cages, &c of domestic pets and livestock generally.  

In use it is simple, safe and cleanly; it has a fragrant odour and although deadly to all Insects is 

otherwise perfectly harmless and non-poisonous, upon human, animal or bird life it has no effect 

whatever; nor to wounds, sores, or any abrasions to the skin is it the least injurious.  In Patent Tin 

Dredgers at Sixpence and One Shilling Each.   

Available from S. Jones and Co, Tea Coffee and Grocery Stores, 2&3 Regent St, Teignmouth: 

Wholesale and Retail Agents for Dawlish, Teignmouth and Newton Abbot. 

Many people would have been plagued with these pests, that thrived on the sort of damp, unhygienic 

conditions found in many of the dilapidated or poorly constructed places where people had to live at this 

time.  So I imagine that insecticides and other products that claimed to help keep them under control 

were big sellers.  Although the claim that this powder kills every undesirable beastie wherever they may 

be found, but is completely harmless to everything else, is simply unbelievable, I suppose if my house 

were overrun by cockroaches or bluebottles I might give it a try. 

Another advertisement:  

W Ball, 10, Strand, Dawlish. Cook and Confectioner, Fancy Bread and Biscuit Maker.  Has just received 

a large assortment of New Goods, Confectionery, &c.  Bon Bons in Fancy Gelatine Cases in great 

variety, Cosaques*, Crystallized Fruits, Chocolates, New Jams and Jellies.  Wedding Breakfasts, 

Dinners, and Ball Suppers.  Wedding Cakes always on hand.   

* Cosaques were Christmas crackers: the idea of 

enclosing a sweet or small present in a pull-apart 

wrapper was introduced in England in the 1840s by 

two confectioners Tom Smith and Gaudente 

Sparagnapane, and the ‘pop’ from a chemical 

explosion caused by friction when the wrapping was 

broken was added in the 1860s after much 

experimentation.  Both the original makers called 

their products ‘cosaques’, supposedly because the 

crack they made when pulled was reminiscent of the 

cracking whips of Russian Cossack horsemen. 

 

 

The advertisement for Dawlish Steam Brewery, proprietor R. Ferris ‘respectfully informs the Gentry 

and Inhabitants of Dawlish and the Neighbourhood, that his Brewery is fitted with every modern 

appliance, worked by steam, for carrying on an extensive trade.  Families supplied with Pure and Prime 

Ales of various degrees of strength, in Casks of 4½, 9, 18 and 36 gallons each, for home consumption.’   

A nice distinction is made between the Gentry and the Inhabitants, which prompts me to ponder exactly 

what qualified you to be considered as Gentry, whether it was possible to move between these two 

classes, and whether customers from the Gentry were treated any differently by local businesses such as 

the Brewery, for example by being allowed goods on credit. 
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The advertisement for the Royal Library in Teignmouth (see below) lists popular books of the time 

including: 

John Caldigate by Anthony Trollope, Fallen Leaves by 

Wilkie Collins, Crossford by Thomas Warden, Written on 

their Foreheads by Robert Henry Elliot 

One of the most interesting is Records of a Girlhood by 

Frances (Fanny) Kemble.  Kemble was a notable British 

actress and this is a memoir of her childhood.  She was a 

well-known and popular writer, whose published works 

included plays, poetry, eleven volumes of memoirs, travel 

writing and works about the theatre.  From her 1829 stage 

debut in London she played all the principal women's 

roles of the time. 

In 1832, 

Kemble 

accompanied 

her father on a 

theatrical tour 

of the United 

States which 

led in 1834 to 

her marrying 

an American, 

Pierce Mease Butler, who was heir to large cotton, tobacco 

and rice plantations in Georgia, and to the hundreds of slaves 

who worked them. The couple spent the winter of 1838–39 at 

the plantations, and Kemble kept a diary of her observations.   

 By 1845, the marriage had failed irretrievably, and Kemble 

returned to Europe.  She returned to the theatre after their 

separation in 1847 and toured major US cities. Although her 

memoir of the plantations circulated in abolitionist circles, 

Kemble waited until 1863, during the American Civil War, to publish her anti-slavery Journal of a 

Residence on a Georgian Plantation in 1838-1839, which became her best-known work in the United 

States.  Meanwhile her ex-husband had squandered a huge fortune and was only saved from bankruptcy 

by selling the 436 people he held in slavery; this was largest single slave auction in United States history. 

In 1877, she returned to England with her second daughter and son-in-law. She lived in London and was 

active in society, befriending the writer Henry James. His celebrated novel Washington Square (later 

adapted into a film and stage play called The Heiress) was based on an idea she gave him based on the 

experiences of one of her relatives.  Some of Kemble’s writing is still available today, as are several 

books about her life and work. 

 

Mr F Davies, Photographer: I suspect that 

‘Rembrandt Cameo Portraits’ involved arranging 

the subject/s in the style of some famous portraits 

by the great artist, with similar poses, lighting or 

costumes to the originals.   

Photo Collodion Enlargements were the standard 

photographic negative process for both amateurs 

and professionals from the mid-1850s until the 

early 1880s. Pictures were taken using glass 

plates, which were prepared by coating  with a 

solution of iodised collodion (a syrupy liquid 

composed of soluble gun-cotton, ether and 

alcohol) and then made light-sensitive by 

immersion in a bath of silver nitrate.  The process 
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required considerable skill as the glass negative required sensitising, 

exposing and processing while the chemicals were still damp, but could 

produce a very high quality result.  

A carte de visite portrait by F. Davies of Dawlish is shown at left. 

 

 

 

This article on wheat 

production and stock 

availability is rather 

alarming.  It reports poor 

crops in seven of the last 

nine years, stocks all but 

gone and prices rising, but 

‘on the doctrine of 

probabilities’ i.e. wishful 

thinking, there’ll be a 

better than ever crop next 

year. 

(One wonders if local 

bakers like Mr Ball (see 

above) was aware of any 

problems with the supply 

of wheat flour, or a 

reduction in quality.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The other article that caught my eye involves the building of ‘ironclad’ battleships, and I thought I’d see 

if I could find out if the confident predictions about the excellence of these ships came to pass. 

The second half of the 19
th
 century saw rapid developments in the design of various aspects of warships, 

driven by the development of heavier naval guns, more powerful steam engines, and advances in 

metallurgy.  The first ironclads had a layer of metal armour plating on top of a wooden hull, and masts 

for sails were retained to improve operational range without refuelling.  The quick pace of change meant 

that many ships were obsolete as soon as they were finished, and that was the case with all the vessels 

mentioned here. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_ferrous_metallurgy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_ferrous_metallurgy
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During the Russo-Turkish War of 1877–78 tensions dramatically escalated between Russia and Great 

Britain, as the British feared that the victorious Russian armies would occupy the Turkish capital of 

Constantinople, something that they were not prepared to tolerate. They mobilized much of the Royal 

Navy in case war did break out, and purchased a number of ironclads under construction.   

These included Independencia – 

mentioned above - which was already 

completely built and undergoing sea 

trials for the Brazilian Navy.  By then 

the Independencia had already caused 

the bankruptcy of its builders – she 

stuck fast on the slipway at her initial 

launch, was extensively damaged 

during a second attempt, and had to be 

lightened before she could be got into 

the water at a third launch.  She was 

then towed to another yard for repairs and fitting out, which took three years.  After purchase by the 

Royal Navy in 1878 much money was spent bringing her up to British standards and she was renamed as 

the Neptune (pictured above).  The ship eventually entered service with the Channel Fleet in 1883, but 

proved to be a poor seakeeper as she was wet, difficult to manoeuvre and a heavy roller. She had a 12-

foot skylight over the wardroom, which as a result often flooded while the ship was at sea.  The sails 

were never properly used and eventually abandoned.  And she was underpowered and her engines were 

described as ‘consuming a coal mine daily’.  The Neptune was re-fitted in 1886 after which she was 

assigned as a guard ship at Holyhead – presumably no serious trouble was expected there.  The ship left 

active service in 1893 and was sold for scrap in 1903.  But the Neptune wasn’t finished yet – a storm 

blew up as she was being towed out of Portsmouth harbour, causing the cables connected to her tugs to 

break.  She was pushed back into the harbour, damaging several other ships moored there including 

HMS Victory, making a hole in one of her decks. 

 

The Hesperus Star Lamp:  Finally, a few of the adverts in this paper incorporated illustrations: here is 

one for a domestic lamp (shown horizontally to save space) for which Garton & King of Exeter were one 

of the local agents.  This company, which still exists as a supplier of Aga and other types of cooker, with 

a shop in North Street, was the subject of a talk given to the October 2015 meeting of the History Group.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russo-Turkish_War_(1877%E2%80%931878)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seakeeping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_(watercraft)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skylight_(window)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wardroom
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Another of the sales agents listed was Mr R Border of 7 Lansdown Place, Dawlish. He had his own 

advertisement in this paper, and evidently he offered a very full range of products and services, which 

were listed as follows: 

Gas Fitter, Bell Hanger, Brazier, White and Locksmith, Stove and Range maker, Galvanized Iron, Zinc, 

Copper and Tin Plate Worker, Iron and Brass Bedsteads, Garden Seats and Chairs, Lawn Mowers, 

Roofing Felt, Rain-water Pipes and Gutters, Kitchen Stoves and Grates, Fenders, Fire Irons, Coal 

Vases, Baths, Toilet Ware, Mats, Mattings, Cordage, &c, Brooms and Brushes of every description, 

Patent Water Filters, Kerosene, Petroleum and Benzoline Lamps, Oak and Japanned Travelling Trunks. 

 

Brookdale Terrace by David Allanach 

DLHG members quite frequently get asked for information about the history of the town. Usually we can 

find the answer but sometimes it takes quite a bit of searching and correspondence. This particular query 

involved emailed conversations with four different people. 

It all started with an enquiry about the date of a photograph, but it then transpired that the enquirer 

wanted to know when Brookdale Terrace was built as they had found it first mentioned in White's 

directory of 1878. (Brookdale Terrace is between the bottom of Teignmouth Hill and the Jubilee Bridge 

opposite the miniature golf course). 1878 is the earliest date that we have been able to find as well. 

However, a query arose as to whether this date applied just to numbers 1-4 or number 5 as well. It was a 

good point because although it has 

many of the features of numbers 1-4, 

number 5 is built slightly forward of 

the others and must take some of the 

light from number 4. It also has the 

name Brookdale House over the front 

door lintel. Directories of the period 

backed up the supposition that number 

5 was built later as they only mention 

1 to 4, most of which were used as 

boarding houses in this period. 

There is only one (rather indistinct) 

photo in our database (a detail from 

which is shown here) which is of any 

help and shows where the bank was 

later built at the bottom of Teignmouth 

Hill. Here on the corner there was a 

long thatched building along the same axis as Brookdale Terrace and another nearer Brookdale Terrace 

which is at right angles to it. The former building had Cornelius' fruit and vegetable shop and the latter 

was called Sea View House. Both buildings disappeared when the bank was built, and number 5 

Brookdale Terrace was almost certainly built at the same time. 
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Brookdale Terrace would seem to 

have got its name from the large 

thatched cottage on the site of 

numbers 1-4 which was probably 

called Brookdale (photo at right). 

Names around Dawlish were often re-

used on different buildings. 

Brookdale is also the name of the 

thatched house at the other end of 

Brunswick Place where it meets 

Barton Hill although it was originally 

called Brook Cottage (giving 

potential confusion with Brook 

House). 

 

 

Langdon House by David Gearing 

In February I received an email from someone called Margaret Wright from Canberra, Australia, saying: 

‘About 50 years ago I bought a pencil drawing entitled : A Sketch of Langdon, the Seat of William 

Cosens Esq., and it has been on my wall here in Australia ever since.  My husband’s family is from 

Devon for generations back.  When researching this house, I came across a newsletter of the Dawlish 

Local History Group, and the May 1998 edition had an article about William Cosens, by the then 

chairman of the Group, Bob Thompson, asking for any other information if people had any.  I am 

interested to know if Langdon is still standing, and attaching a photo of the drawing (reproduced here), 

which is signed by E.Worsley, Nov 1944.’ 

I replied thanking her, and asking if she bought the drawing in Australia, and if so wondering how it had 

found its way there.  I also provided her with information on Langdon House, taken from Tricia’s book 

on ‘Grand Houses’, as follows: 

‘Langdon House was built in the late 1830s by Cosen soon after he purchased the Langdon Estate, which 

consisted of a farmhouse and 221 acres of land.  The house was built on a part of the land called 

'Paradise'.  After Cosens death in 1871 the house was sold with the farm and 356 acres, but by 1927 it 

had only 56 acres left and in the 1930s most of the farmland was taken by the Royal West Country 

Institute for a 360 bed hospital for the mentally ill.  The 1830s mansion was eventually demolished in 

1971 and 'Langdon House' is now the name of a modern property on the site, which is about one and a 

half miles NNW of Dawlish town centre.’ 
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She wrote back saying:  ‘Thanks for the information about Langdon.  I’ll write it out to attach to the back 

of the frame.  I am always amazed to read about the demolition of fine old buildings.  We here in 

Australia have precious few, but still the developers seem to win out over history and substance.  I 

bought the pencil drawing in Devon over 50 years ago, possibly in Exmouth or Topsham.  My parents in 

law lived in Exton, and we’d enjoy trawling through the ‘junk’ and antique shops.  We also enjoyed our 

rides on the Atmospheric railway line .  We try to visit Devon each year or so, even though there are few 

relatives left.  Nostalgia plays a big part!’ 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday June 5
th
 2018, Manor House 2.30pm 

‘West Country Building Stone’ by Peter Dare. 

An illustrated talk on the most popular types of stone used in construction in the south west.   

Exeter Local History Group, Wednesday, 13th June 2018 at Jurys Inn 7pm 

Exeter Women - and Men - and the Fight for Votes for Women 

Illustrated talk by Dr Julia Neville 

Tuesday July 3
rd

 2018 

Visit to Honiton:  Museum and Town Walk.  2.00pm.  A talk on the history of the town, a tour of the 

museum, a guided walk in the town, and tea.  Contact Ray Bickel (01626-863523) for details. 

Devon Rural Archive at Shilstone, Thursday 5th July at 7pm 

Dr David Parker:  Early Victorian Devon An Age of Opulence and Optimism 

and further ahead …. 

Dawlish Past and Present: History Open Day by DLHG and Dawlish Museum 

Saturday October 6
th
, Strand Centre, 10.30am to 4.30pm 

 

And finally, Keith Gibson found this cutting announcing our Group’s formation nearly 25 years ago: 
 

 


