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THE TEIGN VALLEY RAILWAY 
 

At the August meeting I made my usual plea for material for the Newsletter, particularly photos of or short 

articles on visits or the subject of talks.  Bob Baker kindly responded with some photos (see below) and the 

following comments on the visit to the Teign Valley Railway project at Christow in May.  He wrote: 

 

I really enjoyed the visit to Christow and the Teign Valley 

Railway. I have no real interest in trains, but I guess the 

accountant in me is far more interested in railways and 

why you would put the line where it is! I found the history 

of the Teign Valley line and the transport of clay 

extremely interesting; the transport of people was 

obviously a secondary concern to the line. The speaker’s 

passion for the line was obvious although I struggled to 

come to grips with his belief that the line could be 

resurrected as an alternative “avoiding line” to the 

coastal route; again the accountant in me couldn’t quite 

see the line running through Sainsbury’s Alphington 

store! The ride in the little carriage was quite scary as it 

seemed quite fast around the bend! I guess every time I 

visit a railway line my mind goes back to my great 

grandfather who was killed in 1921 whilst widening the 

line here in Dawlish (I have a copy of the press cutting 

from the Dawlish Gazette). 

 

Naturally I asked Bob for the 1921 cutting and he 

provided a high definition copy, but the original was 

clearly in poor condition and isn’t really readable even at 

full page size.  The gist of it is that two local railway 

workers: Thomas Currie (labourer, 60, of Stockton Road) 

and Charles Moyse (ganger, 39, of Old Town St), were 

walking along the track and were caught around the 

entrance to one of the tunnels south of the station just 

as two goods trains passed each other.  The noise and 

smoke meant they were unaware of the second train 

coming and were both killed when the engine struck 

them.  At the inquest their deaths were deemed 

accidental due to ‘an unfortunate combination of 

circumstances’.  Currie was Bob’s great grandfather.   
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On the same page of the Gazette for 

March 19
th
 1921 there’s an announcement 

of what was showing at the Palace 

Cinema. Top of the bill was The Silver 

Girl starring Frank Keenan.  It was a 

melodrama based on a stage play set in the 

silver mines of Nevada in the 1860s.  The 

poster (at left) that would probably have 

been up outside the cinema, says ‘One of 

Mr Keenan’s very best – and you know 

what that means.’  Prior to moving to 

Hollywood Frank Keenan was rated one 

of the foremost stage artists in America, 

but theatre-goers considered him a 

‘furniture actor’, because he was so often 

drunk that he had to lean on or hold onto furniture to keep from falling down. 

   David Gearing 

 

THE STOVER CANAL 

The August talk was by Roger Harding from the Stover Canal Trust.  The canal was built by James Templer of 

Stover Lodge and opened in 1792. It was a bit less than two miles long and entirely on Templer’s own land. 

Until it was built ball clay had to be transported from the pits overland to Hackney for onward water transport to 

Teignmouth docks.  Later the canal was extended to Ventiford to connect with the tramway bringing granite 

down from Haytor quarries.  Roger gave us a comprehensive history of the canal’s operation (it closed in the 

1930s), plus information on the Templer family, and on recent preservation and restoration activities. 

In the limited space available here, rather than reiterate information readily available elsewhere, here are some 

photos I’ve taken in recent years of the canal infrastructure. 

  
Top left: Excavated lock at Teigngrace (2016).  Top right: Recently uncovered granite rails at Teigngrace (2016). 

Bottom left: Overgrown lock at Ventiford. (2012)  Bottom right: Excavated remains of the Graving Dock (2012).   
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Visit to the WILLIAM PENGELLY CAVE STUDIES CENTRE, September 4
th

 2018. 

The Centre is located on Buckfastleigh Hill.  William Pengelly was a pioneering 19
th
C geologist who had a 

particular interest in Devon caves and fossil remains.  

The visit began with an introduction to the geological 

history of the area by our excellent guide Sheila 

Phillips.  Sheila then took the 18 DLHG members 

present on a walk uphill from the Centre.  The first 

feature encountered (see photo at left), was a 

lamprophyre dyke, a vertical intrusion of igneous rock 

through a fault in the limestone, which was formed 

from coral reefs that grew on layers of volcanic ash 

until about 300 million years ago.  Buckfastleigh Hill 

has been extensively quarried for limestone, for 

making lime for agricultural use and for building 

materials and roadstone.  This huge lump of igneous 

rock, now covered by tree roots, wasn’t quarried as it 

wasn’t suitable for lime making. 

We continued uphill to Holy Trinity church, which 

suffered a disastrous arson attack in 1992.  Now it 

is just a shell, although the spire was repaired 

together with a small chapel in the base, and its 

bells were restored by the Parish. It was a fine 

medieval church built from the riches of the 

woollen industry, a 13
th
C structure rebuilt on the 

site of an earlier church, with later additions in the 

15
th
C.  Beneath the church and the churchyard 

there are voids caused by quarrying, with graves 

and monuments damaged or even disappearing 

from time to time. 

Near the church are the remains of a chapel that probably also 

served as workers’ accommodation and a storehouse, and from its 

poor quality workmanship looks like it was intended as a 

temporary amenity while the main church was being built.  The 

photo at left shows a roughly built arch above a doorway in the 

wall of the chapel. 

Finally we descended into the huge hole created by Higher Kiln 

Quarry, at one side of which was Reeds Cave, only the entrance 

area of which is accessible to pedestrians.  Then we walked to the 

other end of the quarry to the Joint Mitnor Cave (named after its 

founders Joint, Mitchel and Northey). Just inside the entrance there is a talus cone of earth, boulders and bones 

which once extended across the floor of the chamber but 

has since been excavated (see right).  Over 4000 bones of 

animals such as hippopotamus, bison and straight-tusked 

elephants. They were unfortunate enough to fall through a 

sinkhole into the limestone cavern about 120,000 years 

ago.  This is the richest deposit of mammalian remains of 

the Last Interglacial age yet found in a British cave.  Some 

bones are carefully constructed replicas, as in 2015 thieves 

smashed locks on the cave’s steel security door, broke in 

and stole some of the more accessible bones, damaging 

others in the process.  The cave was re-opened to visitors 

in 2017.   

                                                                 David Gearing 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-34333968
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-34333968
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MARINE PARADE: THE FIRST HOUSES  by Tricia Whiteaway 

The first properties along here were built well before the railway arrived – certainly by the 1790s and maybe the 

previous decade.  It makes one think whether those responsible for building those early houses here were brave 

or idiotic!   Perhaps it was someone visiting in mid-summer, walking along the beach when a languid sea lapped 

in increments of a few inches first in, then out, someone with no knowledge of spring high tides, or monstrous 

winter seas such as in 2013.  It wasn’t called Marine Parade until about 1850; prior to this it was simply called 

‘the beach’. 

The earliest picture of Marine Parade, circa 1825, shows three small two storey houses at the beginning of the 

road, a large building at the end and four properties in between, but no Baths.  None of the Dawlish documents I 

have seen mentions the actual dates of the build of the first Baths, but one was supposed to be there around 1819 

which was then rebuilt or newly built in 1830, and later pictures show that was so elegant with classic Doric 

columns.   I would think it was built on the site of the first probably to re-use the hydraulic pipes bringing in sea 

water.   

The drawing at left from around 

1830 shows that there was just a 

flat ledge of gravel or rammed 

earth in front of the buildings, 

set slightly above the level of the 

beach.  The shallow shelving 

beach – at a much higher level 

than today - would have 

provided protection against all 

but most severe storms, but it is 

recorded that a storm in 1810 

badly damaged most of the 

houses along Marine Parade, 

many having their frontages 

destroyed. 

The 1785 Manorial Roll states “Richard During, mariner, 37 and Sarah his wife,38, a waste plot in Dawlish 

Strand fronting the sea 45’ length with garden before it 15’ depth for erecting a dwelling house”.  The Durings 

were farmers and had the Lammas land on the east side of the town for many years.  But I am unable to identify 

this house.  

Then the next report was in 1791 when “George Beard carpenter 30, and George Beard Tripe, son of Sarah now 

the wife of George Beard, a parcel of waste ground at Dawlish beach 50’ x 58’ depth together with another 

piece of ground in front of dwelling house of 55. George Beard is now building a dwelling house and 

outhouses.”  The Beards had been builders in Dawlish for a number of years and we know they built on 

Teignmouth road, Lammas Park area, and later in Brunswick Place.  In fact the Beards built three houses (now 

numbered 2, 3 and 4 Marine Parade including Marine Tavern), as their ownership can be tracked down through 

the years. 

Five years later in 1796, “Joseph Potter carpenter 41 and Richard Potter son 10, waste plot of ground situated 

on the beach 59’ x 68 depth”.  Was this a two-storey house that was demolished for the building of three-four 

storey Beechcroft and Redland?  The Potters had been building in the area, especially the Strand, for some time. 

But the best house for identifying was of 1799 when “The Rev. Benedict Pering of Alphingon 49’ and Benedict 

Pering younger son 15, took all that new erected messuage and tenement dwelling house with all outhouses 

buildings and appurtenances situated on Dawlish beach 37’ east 60’ west and 60’ depth now in occupation of 

Benedict Perring”,  this property can be identified as Nos. 12, 13 and 14 Marine Parade.  In 1804 his name is 

recorded again for . “a vacant spot of ground on Dawlish Beach adjoining his other 3 houses 86’ x 70’ depth”  

and this can only be Nos. 10 and 11, the delightful unequal pair of Regency Houses that had cast iron balconies, 

although regretfully only those on No. 10 remain giving a true representative of the Regency period.   

The Manorial Rolls fade out by 1810 but the Exeter Flying Post newspaper in 1809 has other news.  “To be sold 

by Public Auction that Capital Dwelling House and garden situated on the beach at Dawlish last the property of 

Mr Thomas Johns and now in the occupation of Mr Carter for a term expiring at Christmas.”   This shows that 

this house was let for a period of time  - was it Undercliff where Admiral Pye lived in 1873 followed by  Dr. 
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Lovely (from The Knowle) in 1910, followed by various dentists, until demolished around 1980 for Palm Court 

to be built. 

Again in 1809 “To be Sold either together or separately, two substantial and elegant new built houses so built as 

to be easily made to combine as one house, delightfully situated on the beach at Dawlish.  Each containing 6 

bedrooms, 2 servants bedrooms, handsome staircase, a drawing room 18’ x 22’, dining parlour 16’ x 26’ 

spacious kitchen, servant hall, butler’s pantry, cellar, detached wash house and other offices.  A pump of 

magnificent water, courtlage behind and garden in front.  Apply to James Cox, merchant Exeter.” Given the size 

of this property it can only be Cliff House and Great Cliff.  Presumably it wasn’t sold as the Cox family is also 

mentioned in 1841 when Anna Cox aged 80 lived here with four daughters or granddaughters, and Edward Cox 

(merchant of Exeter) plus a number of servants.  (Although the details include a ‘cellar’ one could imagine that a 

below-ground cellar in this situation would be very difficult to keep dry, and in Devon at that time a cellar could 

be a shed, so could this be an adjacent cold house/pantry?)  It isn’t known who built these properties, but 

possibly it was James Cox. 

In 1814 an advert actually mentions ‘that much admired bathing place Dawlish....’ when selling two houses - 

this may be the first time it is mentioned as a bathing place.  But in the same year a new cottage was for sale 

.“beautifully situated on rising ground on the beach with garden or lawn in front, approx 84’ in width and 70’ in 

depth.  House consists of two parlours with bow windows, 6 lodging rooms, good kitchen, arched cellar and 

other convenient offices.  The ground adjacent is well adapted for building one or two small houses.”   I feel 

sure this is Southcliff, on the right-hand side of the Baths.    

So the first houses on Marine Parade were built a lot earlier than I had first thought before examining the 

records.  For over two hundred years they must have suffered in numerous storms and high seas, been repaired, 

rebuilt, or entirely replaced, but the attractions of being right on the sea front (even though the railway line 

intervenes) have ensured that there is still a full quota of houses, apartment blocks and hotels lining the road. 

 

 

GEORGE LAMACRAFT TO BERMUDA 

A letter from George Lamacraft was printed in full in the Dawlish Gazette on 23 December 1958.  It was a report 

of his trip to Bermuda where his son Geoffrey was headmaster of the Warwick School - a prestigious 

establishment, one of the oldest in the New World, having been founded in 1662.   At that time his home was at 

‘Caradoc’ on Stockton Hill, opposite the entrance to 

Priory Park Road.  Mr Lamacraft had been a teacher 

in Dawlish for many years, becoming head of the 

Boys’ School and then the first head of Dawlish 

Secondary Modern School when it opened in 1938.  

He would have been 78 when this letter was 

published; later he emigrated to Australia and lived 

on into his 90s. 

He flew in a BOAC Bristol Brittania (see left), one 

of the first commercial airliners to be able to fly 

non-stop from London to New York, which was the 

first leg of his journey, taking 7 hours.  The same 

plane then re-fuelled and proceeded on to Bermuda, 

taking another 3½ hours. 
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‘The humming of the four powerful jet engines became almost as unnoticeable as the blackness of the night 

which seemed to envelop us everywhere.  Amply supplied with first class refreshment and a constant reminder 

over the inter-com by our pilot Captain Gibson of our height, our speed and weather conditions, and watched 

over by an ever-present band of officials and stewardesses, there was a sense of peace and tranquillity almost 

unbelievable. 

Conversation was at a minimum and my two close companions, a Japanese traveller on a world tour and the 

other a Portuguese going ‘somewhere’ spoke but a few words of English.  Any communication between us was 

carried out in dumbshow rather than by an audible expression.’ 

On arrival in Bermuda ‘a whole array of BOAC stewards and Customs officials 

seemed to be waiting to welcome my arrival and all were dressed in such 

spotless uniforms that Royalty itself could have found no fault.  Certainly some 

had the dark countenance of the blackness of the night through which we had 

just passed, but personally I knew no colour bar and help when most needed 

called for no distinction in that respect and here at least there was none.’ 

He was met by members of his family, and then on the drive along the coast road 

to their house marvelled at the beauty of the natural surroundings: ‘The whole 

thing reminded me of a scintillating and bespangled necklet worn by some fair 

and beautiful debutante being presented in all her loveliness at the court of the 

great sun god himself’. 

In 1958 very few people in Dawlish would have been in an aeroplane, never 

mind crossed the Atlantic or been to the Caribbean.  Also Mr Lamacraft was 

very well known in the town, so this would have been of particular interest.  

Given the cultural norms of the late 1950s and his age at the time I think we can 

forgive ‘… some had the dark countenance of the blackness of the night…’.                          George Lamacraft 

      David Gearing                                                                                                                   

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

DLHG: Tuesday October 2   Manor House, 2.30pm  ‘Devon Country Houses’ by Hugh Meller.   

Devon History Society: Tuesday October 2    RAMM Exeter, Gallery 20 at 6.30pm  ‘Beaverbrook, Propaganda 

and Canadian War Art’ by Dr Kent Fedorowich. 

Chudleigh Local History Group: Friday 5 October   Woodway Room of Chudleigh Town Hall at 7.30pm  ‘Torre 

Abbey – Torquay's house of influence and culture’ by John Risdon. 

DLHG & Museum: Saturday October 6   Strand Centre, 10.30am to 4.30pm   ‘Dawlish Past and Present’: 

History Day Event. 

Exeter Local History Society: Wednesday 10 October  Jury’s Inn, Western Way, Exeter at 7pm  ‘Exeter 

Cathedral’ by John Allan. 

Devon History Society: Saturday 27 October, Exeter Guildhall at 2pm:  

‘Desert Island Documents’: A Celebration Of The Work In Devon Of Prof Mark Stoyle in conversation with Dr 

Todd Gray, with discussion on such topics as Civil War In Devon, Exeter City Walls, Exeter Underground 

Passages, Prayer Book Rebellion, Exeter Witches. 

DLHG: Tuesday November 6   Manor House, 2.30pm  ‘The Ferris Brewery and its Public Houses’ by Suzanne 

Jones. 

Devon History Society: Monday November 12,   Devon Heritage Centre, Bittern Road, Exeter, 10.30am to 4pm.  

‘Maps and the Devon Landscape’: Seminar and Workshop. 

DLHG: Tuesday December 4   Manor House,  2.30pm:  25
th
 Anniversary Celebration and Christmas Quiz.  ** 

** Please note that the Committee has decided that we shouldn’t let our 25
th
 anniversary go by uncelebrated.  

The main event on December 4
th
 will still be another entertaining quiz by Dave Strawbridge, but we’ll start with 

a session looking back on some highlights of the past 25 years, accompanied by appropriate sparkling drinks and 

a birthday cake, if someone will make one.   


