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Website:  www.dawlishhistory.org.uk       Facebook  Dawlish History 

The 1950s/60s/70s Project (or Dawlish in Living Memory) 

We have relatively little material on the period after WW2.  Many people still living will have memories or records of 

Dawlish from the 1950s, 60s or 70s.  This seems a good time to start some focused work to capture and record stories, 

memories and images from that period.  Contributors will include ex-residents and people holidaying here or visiting 

Dawlish, as well as current long-term residents.  (As far as images go, we do have some already – here are a few.) 

 

  

  

Ideally the project needs a small team of people.  I’m happy to co-ordinate it initially – although hopefully someone 

else will take over once it’s underway.  The work can proceed at whatever pace, depending on how much time team 

members have, and how we decide to approach it – but perhaps it would be good to aim to publish some findings after 

a year or so.  It should be fun!  If you’re interested, please contact me – at one of our meetings, or by phone or email. 

David Gearing 

 

The Development of the Public House in Dawlish 

by Suzanne Jones 

The modern public house that we know today has evolved from several different establishments: The Ale House, the 

Tavern, the Inn and the Gin Palace. The title ‘Public House’ to describe a commercial premise where you could 

purchase and drink alcohol first came into use during the reign of Henry VII.  Licencing of pubs came in from 1552, 

and by 1577 when the first register was taken it is estimated that there were 17,000 Ale Houses, 400 Taverns and 2,000 
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Inns across England and Wales, one for every 200 people. 

Of all of them, the Alehouse is the oldest type of drinking establishment, being known to exist in Ancient Egypt and 

widespread in Anglo-Saxon Britain.  Drunkenness had become such an issue in England that in 970 a law came in to 

limit the number to one per village.  A common name for them in the west country was a Kidleywink.  The distinction 

of an alehouse was that it brewed and sold ale/beer, in contrast to establishments called ‘Tippling Houses’ which could 

only sell beer, and this is where we get our phrase ‘having a tipple’.  The alehouse was the centre of the community and 

the venue for various forms of entertainment, especially sport; think of the Courage logo of a fighting cock.  By the 

early 1700s it was estimated that there was one for every 100 people. 

The Romans brought us the ‘Tabernae’, shops that sold wine. The sign for a Taberna was a garland or bush of 

evergreen fixed on a pole; this still can be seen in pub names such as the Old Bull and Bush.  After the Romans left a 

few survived serving noblemen and clergy.  When Henry II married Eleanor of Aquitaine she brought the trade of 

Bordeaux wine from Aquitaine and taverns developed again.  In 1553 a law limited the number of taverns per town and 

they developed their trade into upmarket sellers of food and wine. 

The Inn developed out of the dissolution of the monasteries and was defined in law as a place of hospitality for the 

traveller.  There were already some inns back in the 12
th
 century with The Old Trip to Jerusalem in Nottingham serving 

as a staging post for Richard I on crusade in 1189.  Later coaching inns developed on main roads with the need to 

change horses every eight to ten miles.  Those who rode on the outside of coaches went into the bar and those inside 

into the private saloon, so the division of the pub into the public and saloon rooms came into being; these also became 

the blueprint of our country pubs. 

In the 18
th
 century the great inns started to turn into Hotels, The Royal Clarence Exeter being the first in 1769.  In 

response alehouses upgraded to inns as demand grew and more people travelled, so across the next 100 years the 

distinction between alehouses, inns and taverns blurred. 

From the Middle Ages inns and public houses had been the basis of a wide range of trading activities.  Early retail 

shops for agricultural goods, horses, leather goods, hops, textiles, with blacksmiths, wheelwrights and butchers were 

found in public house yards.  They were also the venue for travelling shows, itinerant providers of a large range of 

services such as dentists, vets, tailors, tutors or letter writers.  Business was routinely carried out in pubs, banking, rent 

collection, creditors meetings and job interviews – also auctions, such as the auction of the Dawlish Brewery in 1825 at 

the New Inn on the Strand.  Inns and taverns provided accommodation for much of the administration business of the 

period, including court meetings and the Post Office. 

If you look at the modern public house you can see the commercial aspect that is the legacy of the Ale House, the 

architecture and sense of national heritage of the Inn, and the Tavern tradition of spending the evening with your peers 

getting slowly ‘merry’. 

The first recorded public houses in Dawlish are one on the site of the Railway Inn in 1616 catering for the Strand 

settlement and the Swan Inn for the inland village in 1663.  The expansion of public houses in Dawlish came with the 

development of visitors in the Regency period and the accompanying improvement of the road system.  So we see the 

establishment of the London Inn in 1785 followed by the New Inn, later the York Hotel in 1886, both on the Strand.  

Eleven years later the Red Lion in Old Town Street was catering for the development of the village, started by the 

blacksmith who had his forge across the road.   The Mount Pleasant in Dawlish Warren followed quickly in 1799 on 

land owned by the Earl of Devon. 

The 1830 Beer Act, which was a Free Trade for Beer, saw an explosion of Beer Houses across the country, as all that 

was required to sell beer was a £2 licence from the excise with opening hours 4am-10pm.  They often formed part of a 

private house or were associated with other products in established shops and in some places in new purpose build 

pubs.  In the next ten years ten public houses opened in Dawlish: 

 

 Brunswick, Brunswick Terrace, 1831 

 Prince of Wales, Park Road, 1833 

 Manor Inn, Brook Street, 1833 

 House and Groom, Brunswick Terrace, 1835 

 Beehive, possibly Brook Street, 1836 

 South Devon Inn, Strand Hill, 1838 

 Queen Victoria, Old Town Street, 1838 

 Exeter Inn, Beach Street, 1839 

 The County Inn, now The Smugglers, 1830 

 The Teignmouth Inn opened in in1839 as a re-

sponse to the new toll road that had been devel-

oped between Dawlish and Teignmouth. 

 

The Mariners Compass opened in 1841, the same year as the Albert on the Strand, in 1849 The Great Western Hotel 

opened in response to the railway reaching Dawlish in 1846, by 1872 it had become a Temperance Hotel.  The 1850s 
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saw the opening of the New Inn in Old Town Street and the White Hart as the town grew with the influx of people 

building grand houses. 

As the improved transport brought more 

visitors in the 1860s Dawlish saw two 

big hotels on the sea front opening, the 

Royal Albert in 1860 and The Royal 

Hotel in 1867.  There were also four 

more public houses opened: 

 The Carpenters Arms, Old Town 

Street 1860 

 Victoria Inn, King Street 1862 

 Gresham House, Exeter Road 1865 

 The Lansdowne, Park Road 1866 

(pictured right at c. 1915) 

The 1872 Licencing Act brought in 

opening hours of 6am – 11pm; these did 

not apply to gentleman’s clubs and 

precipitated the move of upper class 

customers away for the public house.  It 

also brought the Beer Licence back 

under the control of the magistrate, and a requirement of the landlord to run an orderly house, this led to the Dawlish 

Brewery purchasing five of the public houses in town. 

The last public house to open in the 19
th
 century in Dawlish was the Devon Arms in 1893 in Park Road, latterly known 

as the Ferret and Radiator. 

From mid-19
th
 century the first-class public houses took on grand internal fixture and fittings and features of the Gin 

Palaces such as gas lighting, plate glass and enticing shop fronts with a bar/counter becoming the centre piece.  There 

was also a disappearance of the upper and middle class from public houses with a growth of opposition to drink across 

a wide range of society.  The temperance society was active though out the late 19
th
 century and into the 1930s it had a 

strong influence on government policy with a gradual increase in the age when people could buy alcohol, being set at 

13 in 1886 and rising to 18 in 1923. 

The 19
th
 century had been a time of breweries taking over pubs; at the start of the century two thirds brewed their own 

beer, by 1900 it was just 4%.  In 1903 in Dawlish of the 20 licenced premises just one was owned independently and 

that was the London Hotel, formally the London Inn. 

The nature of the activities taking place in public houses changed over the century as well, with the commercial life of 

trade and public and private services and administration moving into their own premises.  This was enshrined in law in 

1882 with a law passed prohibiting use of public house for public administration, then in 1902 a law prohibiting the use 

of public house as a Coroners Court.  The nature of our modern public house was becoming similar to the one we know 

today.  By the start of the 20
th
 century pubs had developed into locations for leisure and relaxation rather than a place of 

business – they became meeting places for sports clubs and local groups and societies and some provided music. 

But as homes became more comfortable and other entertainment such as cinemas, music halls, day trips and outings 

became more popular, the role of the pub in everyday life declined.  Dawlish was somewhat cushioned from this by 

being a seaside holiday and day trip resort.  Of the 26 public houses open in 1860 in the town, there were 20 in 1903 

(one for every 214 people in town), 17 in 1960, and 9 today – with the addition of the Marine Tavern which opened in 

the 1950s and more recently the Sports Bar – one for every 1,454 people. 

The British public house is a unique institution fashioned from 2,000 years of history and influences from across 

European civilisation, changing through the centuries to meet the needs of its potential customers.  They are sure to 

evolve further to survive the changing world, to embrace the development of fast-paced electronic communication or as 

a continued antidote to the hustle and bustle of modern life, as they have done for countless generations of men and 

women.  We are bound to see changes, closures and new openings in Dawlish, and history informs us that this has 

always happened. 

(There will be a review of the lost pubs and hotels of Dawlish in the next Newsletter) 
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The Very First Edition of the Dawlish Gazette. 

 
 

In our archive we have a (now very fragile) copy of the first edition of the Dawlish Gazette, dated 24
th
 April 1897.  The 

Gazette was founded by John Eunson, a printer who had moved to Dawlish from London a few years earlier.  He 

rented Nos. 38 and 39 The Strand and set up a small printing and bookbinding business behind No 39, which he named 

‘The Moorings’.  When he realised that Westcott’s Local Press was soon to close down he decided to established the 

Dawlish Gazette as a new weekly newspaper and that it should be without political affiliation; from its early days the 

editor adopted an independent, critical view of the activities of the Urban District Council.  Initially the local news 

section was hand set and the printing process involved inking type with hand rollers. Three or four men would have 

been employed to set and print the newspaper. 

One issue that the Gazette consistently campaigned for was 

that the town should have a pier, a landing stage, harbour – 

or some combination thereof.  In the report on the latest 

meeting of the Council the Gazette included the article at 

left, reporting on the early stage of what turned out to be the 

third in a series of five attempts across a period of 40 years 

to build a pier or similar at Dawlish. 

Our copy of Gazette No 1was originally part of Jim 

Holman’s collection.  He was the son of the Gazette’s first 

reporter William John Holman, who in turn was second son 

of Thomas Holman of the Strand Cafe & Bakery.  William 

Holman purchased the newspaper and the printing works 

when John Eunson died suddenly during WW1.  He made a 

success of the business and remained as editor until his 

death in 1946, when his son took over.  Jim Holman had 

begun work at the Gazette in 1931 after an apprenticeship with the Mid-Devon Advertiser in Newton Abbot.  He was 

editor of the Gazette until the early 1970s, becoming a well-known figure in the town.  He also became an expert on 

local history, and made significant contributions to the early days of the Local History Group.  He died in 2002. 

 

As usual with newspapers of this vintage, the advertisements are just as interesting as the articles.  Here are a couple of 

examples: (I wonder what ‘Scientific Dressmaking’ involved). 
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The Ladies’ Column 

In 1897 middle class women were not expected to be interested in business, politics, war or sports, but rather to focus 

on running their households, complying with fashion and social conventions, and perhaps pursuing some ‘good works’ 

in the local community.  This is reflected in the ‘Ladies’ Column’ in the paper, which like the sections on national and 

international news would have been written by a syndicate organisation providing material to many local newspapers.  

It would have been printed elsewhere, probably in London, on one side of the paper, with local news and 

advertisements being put together in the Gazette’s workshop and then printed on the other side. 

In this edition the Ladies’ Column includes sections on garden birds, spring planting, the availability of cut flowers, 

and ideas on church decorations.  It also comments on fashionable dances: in Germany and Austria, where polkas and 

schottisches were popular, but ‘it is difficult to understand the prohibition of the valse’. (The waltz allowed partners to 

be close and place their arms around one another as they spun around the floor, and this was presumably still 

considered inappropriate in more conservative societies.)  The article continued: ‘After the fancy dress dinners in Paris 

the minuet, gavotte, polonaise and polka are danced, stately measures with which historical costumes are harmonious.  

The American colony in Paris has followed suit as to the dresses and dances, but it is an anomaly to have 

Shakespearian characters dancing the Washington Post.’  (The Washington Post, an energetic two-step performed to 

Sousa’s march of that name, was a dance craze of the 1890s.) 

A New War  

On April 18
th
 Turkey had declared war on Greece, and there was a short report saying that ‘a series of battles have been 

taking place all along the Thessalian frontier’.  The immediate cause of the conflict was the disputed status of Crete, 

then a province of the Ottoman Empire, but with a Greek majority population who wanted union with Greece.  In the 

preceding months a Greek army had landed in Crete and defeated the Ottoman occupiers, but had then been warned 

against further action by a combined naval force from the Six Great Powers (Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, Italy, 

Russia and the UK), called the ‘International Squadron’ deployed there to maintain peace.  (Perhaps it’s surprising that 

all six Great Powers could have seen mutual benefit in a peacekeeping role here, but then it wasn’t until 17 years later 

that they fell out in a big way and declared war on each other – with Greece and Turkey inevitably on different sides.)  

Battles took place in Thessaly on the east side of the Greek mainland, an area that had only become became part of the 

modern Greek state in 1881, after four and a half centuries of Ottoman rule.  An armistice was called after only a 

month, and a peace treaty signed in September 1897, as a result of which Greece was forced to cede minor border areas 

and pay heavy reparations.  However, the uprising on Crete continued and in November 1898 the Great Powers evicted 

Ottoman forces from the island to make way for an autonomous Cretan State.  In 1908 local leaders took advantage of 

turmoil in Turkey to declare union with Greece, but this was not recognised internationally until 1913, when Greece 

formally annexed the island.  

These rather esoteric News Notes from India give a flavour 

of what the news agencies thought people back home might 

want to hear about.  It’s interesting that Rangoon (in Burma) 

was then considered part of the Indian Empire. 
      

The Great Western Railway main line London to 

Plymouth and Penzance timetable was reproduced on the 

front page of the paper.  It appears that in April 1897 

travelling up to London the earliest you could arrive at 

Paddington was 3pm, on a train leaving Dawlish at 10am.  

Coming back, if you left on the 5.45pm train the scheduled 

arrival at Dawlish was 11pm, or you could remain in 

London until the 9pm train, which got back to Dawlish at 

3am.   

A nuisance which ought to be remedied ? 

Finally, the local news included the following item: 

‘If there is a nuisance which ought to be remedied it is the congregation of idlers who hang about under the cover 

leading to the Railway Station.  It is most unpleasant for ladies who have to encounter the uncouth stare of these street 

loafers and often-times listen to anything but the choicest language.  Besides, a stranger entering our town cannot have 

a very good impression, when the first thing that meets his gaze is a knot of idle men.  We hope to see this remedied.’ 

 

            David Gearing 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria-Hungary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Squadron_(Crete_intervention,_1897-1898)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convention_of_Constantinople_(1881)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_Greek_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cretan_State
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‘Lea Mount: Following The Clues’: Part 2 

by David Allanach 

 (The first part of this article was in the December 2018 newsletter.) 

The path down from Lea Mount led to the grounds of Cliff House. By the 1840s it was part of a large semi-detached 

house with an adjoining building next door at a slightly lesser height. The adjoining building seems to have been 

treated as a separate entity but the semi-detached houses were often treated together and owned by the same person. 

The naming of these three houses has been hit and miss over the years. In the early years the one nearest the cliff was 

called Cliff House (obviously!) and the second house was called no. 2 (!) but much later it would appear that Cliff 

House became Great Cliff house, which was next to Cliff House which was next to Little Cliff House. How very 

confusing. 

We don’t know how old these buildings are but old prints show a house in that position by 1796, however it does not 

have the same appearance and we know that most of the houses along Marine Parade were badly damaged by flooding 

in 1810, many having their frontages destroyed. A print of 1817 shows the houses in their later recognisable form. 

We can get a good idea of 

the layout of the houses 

from the drawing by 

William Dawson in 1847 

(at left). The larger 

house, next to the cliff 

had another wing to the 

rear and extensive 

gardens. This print and 

others show the frontage 

to the sea had a row of 

three windows whereas 

the other half of the semi-

detached house only had 

two. 

The Board compulsorily purchased both Cliff House and what is now Lea Mount from a Mr Cooke who had bought 

both semi-detached houses and associated land in 1858. We know that it was purchased by the railway around 1845/6 

and that it was used for some of the South Devon Railway board meetings which Brunel attended, and was then lived 

in by Joseph Samuda the patent holder for the atmospheric system of propulsion, although he left in ignominy at the 

end of 1848. It is likely that it continued to be owned by the railway or its associates until Mr Cooke bought it. 

The South Devon Railway had bought the house from Mark Kennaway, solicitor for the railway and also for the 

Teignmouth & Dawlish turnpike. He had made extensive alterations to the house in 1842 which were celebrated with 

fireworks on his lawn, whereupon the local inhabitants lit a tar barrel and gave three cheers. This brought the 

honourable gentleman to his balcony in acknowledgement and he ordered a ‘libation of good strong ale to be 

dispensed.’ For all that he didn’t stay long and returned to his base in Exeter, where he was a member of the Exeter 

Council. 

At the time of the tithe map in 1840 the house and the field later known as Lea Mount were owned by John Cox but 

occupied by John Cridge. So it would seem that Cliff House and Lea Mount had been in the same ownership since at 

least 1840. 

For centuries Lea Mount and the beach had been part of Dawlish Manor and owned by the Dean & Chapter of Exeter 

Cathedral but they sold it in 1802.  By 1809 the house, or at least the land on which Cliff House was built, passed to the 

Cox family, who appear to have held it for the next 30 years. 

The creation of the public space known as Lea Mount came about because of the desire to build a footbridge at the end 

of Marine Drive, so why was this necessary? When the railway was first built it had been required to make access to 

the beach easy for the fishermen. It was originally envisaged that this would be achieved through level crossings, but 

the atmospheric pipe between the rails made that almost impossible and so access was created under the viaduct and by 

a subway at the end of Marine Parade just before the entrance to Cliff House. 

As swimming for the masses was being promoted by the railway in the late 1850s/early 1860s access to the beaches 

became more important especially when it was laid down in 1864 that men could only bathe in the men’s beach at 

Coryton Cove. This was all very well, but Exonians making use of the cheap train tickets had only about 90 minutes to 
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have their swim before they had to return, and the underpass could not be used at high tide. Thus there was a strong 

demand for a means of crossing the line which could be done at any state of the tide. 

As we have seen this was finally achieved in 1879 

but it didn’t fully solve the problem because there 

were two spurs from the cliff which ran into the sea 

beyond Beach Cove before Coryton Cove could be 

reached. The first one was solved by a tunnel 

through Red Rock known as Cows Hole. Historians 

have variously described dates for the tunnel ranging 

from 1800 to 1860, however we know that the tunnel 

was there in 1830 as there is a print (see left) to 

prove it. The later dates may refer to other 

improvements to the route because by the 1880s 

there was not only a second tunnel but also a 

footbridge. 

The route is described in the report of a terrible 

accident of 1885 when the family of Colonel 

Watson, who were on holiday from Honiton, had sat down to picnic somewhere between Boat Cove and Coryton Cove 

when they were engulfed by a cliff fall and three of them died and others were badly injured. 

This tragedy led to the cliff being cut back so that it was almost vertical and a platform was created at the base by 

Richard Early which ever since has been known as Early’s Wall, although it would be more appropriate to call it 

Early’s Pavement or Early’s Esplanade. As part of the works on the cliff it was decided to create paths off the cliff path 

to access Coryton Cove rather than having to go all the way down to the footbridge, and these date from about 1886. 

I have referred to Coryton Cove throughout but historian F.J.Carter explains that in the early days Coryton Cove was 

known as the Bishop’s Parlour because Bishop Weston (1665-1742), the Bishop of Exeter, was once cut off here by the 

tide. This was probably when he was living at Barton House. Later,  from the mid-1800s, it was known as the Bathing 

Cove before adopting the name we know it by today. 

All this from enquiring into the history of Lea Mount, and I still haven’t got more recent than the 1880s..... 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Teign Heritage Centre: from now until Saturday May 4
th
.  Exhibition: ‘Extraordinary Local Women’. 

 Kingsteignton History Society: Tuesday March 26
th
, 7.30pm.  United Reformed Church.  ‘The Wyse Family of 

Forde House’ by Michael Martin. 

 DLHG: Tuesday April 2
nd

 Manor House, 2.30pm  ‘Newton Abbot Union Workhouse’ by John Ellis. 

 Devon Rural Archive, Shilstone: Thursday April,4
th, 

7pm. A Wild and Wondrous Region: The Portrayal of Dartmoor 

in Art, 1750 – 1920, by Peter F. Mason 

 Exeter Local History Society: Wednesday, April 10
th
, 7pm Jury’s Inn Western Way, Exeter.  ‘Forty Years Of Local 

History’ by local author Peter Thomas. 

 Dawlish Walking Festival: Wednesday May 1st  4pm  Lost Pubs of Dawlish by Suzanne Jones. 

 Dawlish Walking Festival: Tuesday April 30
th
 10.30am  Railway History Walk by David Allanach. 

 Kingsteignton History Society: Tuesday April 30
th
, 7.30pm, United Reformed Church.  ‘The Diaries of Pike Ward’ 

by Katherine Findlay. 

 Dawlish Heritage Trail Launch: Saturday May 4
th
.  Taster Walk around some of the featured locations, by David 

Allanach 

 DLHG: Tuesday May 7
th

.  Outing to Tiverton Castle & Church. 

 Devon History Society: May 14
th
  7pm  Theatre 2, Roland Levinsky Building, University of Plymouth, Drake 

Circus, Plymouth, PL4 8AA, ‘Plymouth under Siege: Plymouth and the Civil War’ with Laura Quigley. 

 DLHG: Tuesday June 4
th
, 2.30pm  ‘History of the Bishops’ Palace, Bishopsteignton’ by Ken Dawe. 

 Exeter Local History Society: Wednesday June 12
th
, 7pm  ‘The Green Lanes of Devon’ with Valerie Besley. 
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Some lesser-known Chapman photos. 

Here are three images extracted from high quality photos (taken by Mike Ralls) of pages of the albums that Bernard 

Chapman created and which were available for reference in Dawlish Library for many years.  

 

This shows the racks outside the Chapman 

workshop situated at the top of Hatcher 

Street, on which photos were printed by 

exposure to sunlight.  The date is around 

1908.  The flowers look like snapdragons. 

These premises also housed machines for 

printing postcards.  In the winter months 

some of the most popular postcards were 

printed and stockpiled ready for the 

summer rush.  This stockpiling ceased after 

a fire in 1917 which completely destroyed 

the Hatcher Street works, with the loss of 

equipment and thousands of postcards. 

 

 

 

This photo from 1911 shows gangs of 

labourers engaged on widening the 

Langstone railway cutting, to reduce the 

severity of the curve of the track and 

enable trains to run faster.  Many of the 

men employed were local fishermen.  

Everything was done with pick and 

shovel, and material moved by horse 

drawn wagons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A line of people posed on the tension 

footbridge built in August 1907 by the 1
st
 

Devon and Somerset Engineers as a 

military exercise.  The bridge joined Lea 

Mount to West Cliff and was situated 

towards the top of Teignmouth Hill.  The 

two girls at the front appear to be 

balancing on the narrow plank, but they 

are holding on to wire rails running 

between the uprights – even so, the 

whole thing looks rather precarious. 

 

 


