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A Vicar's Tale: Concerning Dr J.D.Perkins, Vicar of Dawlish 18071846
by David Allanach
The following is a report of a Debtors Court hearing inStemford Mercury 10 October 1817.

Dr Perkins: | came into possession of Dawlish [Parish] 10 years ago. Dawlish was worth about £700p.a. But in the firs
four years only produced £429p.a. | let it at that time to Mr [John Edye] Manning. At the end cddosaiMr Manning
became embarrassed [financially] and left the country; | then employed a bailiff and took the trouble collecting the
tithes myself, for the parishioners refused to compound [i.e. convert produce to money] with me...they declared they
would pay the tithes in no other way than in kind.

Prosecutor:You have borrowed £5000 in the last five yieattsat has become of these monies?

Dr Perkins: The cause of my ruin is entirely owing to a most base conspiracy in Dawlish. The parishioners knowing
thatl had no farm to consume the tithes in kind; no barns or granaries or any place to deposit the tithes; no wagons to
take the tithes to market to dispose of, determined to effect my ruin and they said 'He has got no stable nor horses or
barns and we will @y him in kind and that will do him up.' | was in consequence compelled to build cottages and barns
in which to deposit the tithes and employed a bailiff to collect them, for which | allowed 10%. The baliliff was a most
wicked fellow, he told me he was mgnpner and | could not get rid of him. He persisted in receiving the tithes and

after he had collected them he suffered them to lie on the ground and rot.

Judge: A more lamentable proof of the temper of the parishioners [of Dawlish] never was disciosedrinNot a
single fact has transpired that has cast the slightest dishonour upon the character of the insolvent. | therefore judge tt
Dr Perkins be discharged.

There are many puzzling aspects to this. The Debtors Court was probably in Londonaevithtoachallenge Dr
Perkinsé account but the judge seems to have accepte
present would the vicar have made such a scathing attack on his parishioners?

Not all the facts Dr Perkins gave tie wth our current understanding of affairs. Certainly if J.E.Manning was
involved in collecting the tithes then it is quite likely
that he left the vicar in a difficult position as he too
was a neabankrupt. Whether parishioners changed
their method of papg tithes from money to kind,
which was the traditional way, we cannot know. What
we do know is that there was an old tithe barn still in

| existence between Church House and the church

| which, according to our historian Tricia, was at this
time used for kgging tools and building materials and
could presumably have been used for tithes in kind in
an emergency. A new tithe barn had been built on
Stonelands Farm ground before 1794 according to the
Manor Roll.(Pictured left in 1967 before demolition
for the Sbnelands estateThis seems to directly
conflict with the vicar's account.

We do know that Dr Perkins had money troubles. In November 1815 the Sheriff of Devon ordered the sale of the
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vicar's household furniture, a harpsichord;@a$ clock, two horsesd 20 pigs etc. and Tricia believes that in 1816
two Dawlish men offered to pay his rates for him.

Somehow Dr Perkins affairs must have been settled after the court case, probably through influentiabfterals

he was or had been chaplain to Kidgorge IV and King William V. However, he continued to have money problems
as in 1824 his rates had to be paid by local man Daniel Litton. He continued to have a long association with Dawlish,
and oversaw the rebuilding of the church. According to Miaralshaw in her book on St Gregory's parish church

The Church in this Place he 'had many important functions in the town; he was a J.P. and chairman of influential
financial committees' [!] She also states that ‘we should admire Dr Perkins for hisfinisélgnds on the reins of the
vestry. None of which seems to tie up with his account of his relationship with his parishioners in the Debtors Court.

A note about tithes

The right to receive tithes was granted to the English churches by King Ethel8&8.iParishioners had to pay one

tenth of their annual produce of crops and animals as a tax for the support of the church and clergy. By the early 180
things were not so clear cut and adjustable payments known as compositions were increasingligdtitingdstor

the crops and animals. Moreover some people had managed to buy themselves out of the tithe system. It was also nc
entirely unusual for tithes to be paid to someone other than the local clergy, often it was the lord of the manor,
although tlis was clearly not the case in Dawlish. However, Tricia tells me that the tithes due from the large local farms
such as Langdon and Secmaton were leased out and would not have been collected by the vicar. The system of tithe
gradually ended with the Titht@ommutation Act of 1836 where tithes were replaced by a commutation payment. The
bonus of this act for the local historian is that each parish had a tithe map drawn up to show who owned what in ordet
to calculate payments. Two very large tithe maps cogdbawlish are held at the Devon Heritage Centre, but they can
also be viewed online.

Further thoughts on this important priodo f D a w! i s hy&lscia Whiteawvayr y
At the time of Perkin &r r i v a | at Dawl i s hBréxitof toefrlownt hey wer e having

In 1802 the @an& Chapterof Exeter Cathedralecided to sell Dawlish (without any option to the farming,folk

which was their first worry.) They sold it to Fortescue (who had no money ) so about 1806 he had to sell chunks of it
to his brothein-law Brickdale, and Eales (his smtor) and J E Manning. This was even more wornasghe latter

wanted to replan the centre of Dawlish i.e. the Lawmdaopening up building landn 1807 the whole 162 acres of

Barton land (around the centre béttown mainly)vas for salen 19 lots. The farmers, their labourers, smallholders

and anyone concerned with the land must have been in a terrible state. They could not afford to buy abélir@gprice
asked.They had no idea if the new owner would ké®gm on. Some of the land was offered for building and it was

the builders who were prospering.

Duckaller and Botchell farms were offered first to lat{793) then for salé nothing happened for 10 yeatsivas

very unusual for a farm to go unmaedg For the people concernéidnust have been very unsettling noknow.

Then monied people from Exeter came down and bought
became gardening labourers, and théites servants.

For centuries every year a Court Baron and Leet was held to which the people attended to see who would be the nex
tenant following a death, who had done wrong, etc , but from 1807 the courts were irregular (1814,1818, 1829 and
finally 1831) and thereweseai d t o be no Opresentmentsé (written nol
vicar, wrote to Richard Eales (the solicitor) 6We th
Richard Eales Esq who states himself to be Létti@Manor of Dawlish that he hath sold the Reversion in fee of our
estates Weech, Badlake, Sopers and Wellands without our knowledge or consent, endeavouring to disenfranchise us
from renewal, surrender of other our rights and privileges...do den@andtie Lord and his Stewdthe renewals of

our estates according to the custom of the manor 6.

Eal e s Irkmow bf hoesdch @ustom as you allude to respecting the tenants Copy Presentment Book nor shall |
sufferthe Presentments to be copietb thisbook which you say have got whilst | am Lord of the Manor which |

shall be until Lady Day next when John Edye Manning will I@® it is very difficult to argue with a solicitor who is
Lord of the Manor!

Then of course there was the Great Flood of 4814idh broke houses down and cost Manning a lot of moradly
these things must have worried the local people as to their jobs, security for their houses, and as ithweshtiheaC
started this upset, no wonder they were not pleased to help the new vica

If he was so high to be a royal chaplain, why Wa$erkinssent to Dawlish? Was it because he was a banhKafter
borrowing £5,000yvas he sent here in disgrace?



Visit to Ugbrooke House on 2nd July 2019: Report by Keith Gibson

UgbrookeHouse has been the home of the
| Clifford family for over four hundred years
up to the present day and like so many
historic properties has had its ups and
downs. A letter has been found recently

| written in 1951 by the then Lord Clifford

to his land agent@nmenting on the state
ofthe house, in Ilflhe | ett
cannot find a willing tenant to take it on |
will have to apfy to the court for

demol i tion. 6

_— 4 It was rescué in 1957 when Hugh
: g | Clifford, who became the 13th Lord, and

his wife were asked hbiyis uncle, Sir Bede Clifford, to come home from Australia where they were living, they
painstakingly restored the house back into a family home. Thomas Clifford, the present Lord, has continued the work
with his wife using her extensive interior desigrilskrom her professional life on the interior decoration. Their son,
Alexander, is the current custodian of the family seat. The result of a lot of hard work is a beautifully and tastefully
restored house.

Before going to Ugbrooke House | had been tolde=———mumm
that seeing the Chapel is a must, after a short
introduction to this part of the tour the guide
opened a hidden door in a bookcase revealing afi
amazing sight, the Chapel, the immediate '
comment from our treasurer was WOMVs
indeed a must to be seen.

Amongst the other higights of the tour were the
Adamdesigned Library and so many wonderful
pieces of furniture, in particular the Chippendale e
four poster bed. One comment was that it was K&
nice to see the number of artefacts that had
belonged to the housednot brought inas so
often happens.

The guides, Clive, Bill and Jean, gave us a
fascinating insight into the history of the house a o
the Clifford family, a very interesting visit. sy e e R

Dawlish Dairies by Tricia Whiteaway

When was the last time we heard tamiliar clink of milk bottles being delivered at dawn to your dsiap in

Dawlish and empties remaddone of the first recyclables)or me it was about 1990 by the Express Dairies. And if
you wanted an extra pint you would have to visit their distion centre in Shutterton (where the recycling area used
to be). Of course this was prior to the building of most of our local supermarkets in Teignmouth and Newton Abbot.
Here in Dawlish there was a was a smalldposhop in Park Road from the 1930&rt came Gateways in the Strand

in the 1970s, that became Somerfield, taken over later by a larggy tbat expanded into where the old Woolworths
store had been.

As a child we had a horse driven milkman and | loved the horse sa hwatild run out tassee him with a piece of
bread or |l ump of sugar (we didnét h athiewasgbyoustysvhenhthe s p a
milkman was collecting his weekly bill as | was probably still in bed at delivery time in the early morninggce servi

that had been going on all over the country for many years perhaps since the 1920s probably earlier in the cities. Of
course | never did ride him. However, later | remember in the 1960s certainly in Surrey and Devon there had been a
few small local &rmers delivering their milk (in bottles), occasionally delivered by the farmer himself. Of course if

you did not want to pay the little extra for the delivery service there were grocers shops everywhere that could sell yol
a pint - then later so did #hgarages!



So the 1920s seem have been thiast time when milk came by the jug, from a churn on a pony or donkey and trap
(as this photo shows of Regent Street). I n the 1930s
butter,hoey poultry and vegetablesdéd a trifle more than mc

In the 1660s tea was very expensive-£6 a Ib.) but in 1784 the tax was reduced considerably. In the 1860s duty on
tea was again dropped by half, from 1s. to 6d. althoughststill quite expensive. (In wealthy houses tea was usually

|l ocked in a tea caddy and opened by the 6l ady of the
and sell it on quietly). At that time Pasteur began treating milk rgaksafer to drink and this must have been the

time when drinking tea became even more popular with the British.

('t 6s i n toagider hdwithe waditiow began of drinking milk with tea. For those well to do people using
delicate china cupsithe 17th and 18th centuries, hot liquid would have cracked the cups so adding cold milk would
have prevented this. For the less wegflusing sturdier drinking vessels the reason to add milk may have been to make
the very expensive tea go further (mibould have been much cheaper) and to reduce the rather bitter taste of the tea
without the need for sugar, which was also expensive.

% ad

I n Dawlish in the 1830 under the heading of O6Grocer
two dairies in the Strandandone each ilBrook Street, Beach Lane, Park Hill and Brunswick. Two dairies were
recorded in the Census Returns in 1851. One was in Old Town Street run by Charles Batsone, the son of Charles
Batstone the farmer of Lower Southwoado farmed there from at least 1811 (however, by 1861 both had moved to
Plumstead, Kent). The other was run by the Blackmore family who were small farmers for many years; Sam
Blackmore was a dairyman in Park Street (now Strand Hill) with William Blackiwdre had the plot of ground

between Brook Street and Regent Street) from the 1870s had a shop in Old Town Street.

Strangely two coamerchants, John Stokes (previous landlord of the Swan) and Richard Williams (next to the school in
Old Town Street) werelso dairymen in the1880s/90s. At that time William Trant had a shop in Park Road, Charles
Crebey was in Church Street and John Carpenter (farmer of Rixdale) had one in Piermont Place.

I'n the later 19th century Jo lsahaiha coffeesshap ahele the Eleatiicimk e | f
tattoo emporium is now at No 25 Brunswick Place. In the thatched cottage in Beach Lane Alice Talbot kept a dairy, an
in Queen Lane (off Old Town Street) there was William Browning. But the mostskamgling sbp (1878 to the

present time) was dairyman John Cox of Queen Street who probably started by using the front parlour of his house. |
was later run by Orlando Gay who enlarged it in 1957 by demolishing two cottages along the High Street for a loading
bay and car park, for the small supermarket t@ne timdater became Costcutter.

Of course if you lived near a farm that had cows, | am sure you could pop in for a pint or two, but for them to deliver
milk usually meant extra stadind such as a donkey arngy and trap. fien by the 1930s facilities were needed for

bottling the milk, so it became more convenient for a dairyman to send all his milk away to a central point and that wa
Dairy Crest, our nearest centre.

The photos above are :

(Left) Mr Knight in his horsedrawn milk delivery cart with his children {R) Gerald, Iris and Alan, 1932.
(Right) Mr P.K.Long of the Central Dairy, Strand, and his Singer Junior 8 delivery van, 1935.




In the 1930s, when milk cost 3d a pint, there was Trantst(Wfed Dairy, 44 Park Road, taken over by Marks), almost
opposite vas Beatrice Burgessat No.JAt t he top of the Strand was Wil f
Central Dairy. And nobody could forget Charlie Hext bringing his cows along El8ireet in the afternoons,

hindering only a few cars, ready for milking them at his farm, Stonelands in Weech Road. By the 1950s Partridges is

remembered as our local

deliveryman from Aller, and
our senior locals will
remember St
(as it wasnext door to St
Mar k 6 s whithwasSh )
H Knight& in Brunswick
Place Also in the 1940s
there was Daw Vale Dairies

Mar kds®

in Piermont Place, and later

ay’s Crmmerj/
Dai

PURE DEVONSHIRE CLOTTED CREAM
4 1b. tin, 3/6; % 1b. tin, 6/-; 3 1b. tin 8/9; 1lb. tin, 11/3
inclusive of Packing and Postage

GAY’S CREAMERY GIFT BOX

11b. Clotted Cream, %1b. Real Devon Butter
1lb. Jar Devon Honey For 9/9 inclusive.

In order to avoid delay, please remit payment with order
Come to DAWLISH for your Holidays

“COMING TO DAWLISH”?

Daw Vale Creamery

THE FRUITERERS & FLORISTS
are here to serve you with
Local Grown Fresh Fruit, Vegetables and Flowers
Foreign Fruit and Vegetables in Season

Under the personal supervision
of A. & G. Hartnell

Send your Orders in advance and ensure your sup-
plies ready and delivered for you when you arrive

Gaybs Creamery appeared in
Brunswick Place, where of coert is still going strong.

These two adverts afeom the Dawlish Official Guide of 1959.

Special Service for Camps & Catering Establishm’ts

Frozen Foods, Fruit, Fish, Veg.
and Poultry )

DEVON VIOLETS & ANEMONES
Sent by Post October till April
Concrete Garden Pixies and Garden Ornaments
a Speciality

Visit to the Custom House and Exeter Quay, September 3 2019: Report by Keith Gibson

Ray Bickel organised a very interesting
visit starting at the Custom House with a
film giving a short basic history of Exeter
Following this we looked round the
displays Bowing the history of the area.
The upper floor is accessed by a sweeping
staircase and two of the rooms have
amazing ornate plaster ceilings, worth a
visit just for them.

Outside the Custom House are two
camon, they were never fired. They were
made for the Russians during the
Napoleonic wars but were never paid for
and were not delivered.

Thesewere the start of the second part offse

the visit,whenRay took us on a short tou
of the Quay and we ended up la t
Medieval Bridge, something | had seen
many times from my car but did not eve
know that it was known as the Medieval &
Bridge. It was a very informative tour ang
sparked off quite a lot of discussion
which for my part was continued with
George Lipscombral David Watts on our
return train journey.

(A detailed history of thenany
incarnations of the bridge over the Exe
can be found at
http://www.exetermemories.co.uk




News from 1892 by David Gearing

This is the latest in a series of pieces based on articles foundreneainingcollection of old local newspapeirsn
this casaMestcotts Local Pregsom the first ofDecember 1892. As noted before, this was a weekly paper that had a
smallarea devad tolocal mattersand a mucltarger section ohational/ international news and opinion

In the local news section there was a report of a meeting cdleO LV K 5DWH S D\HUlfldésgrib¥aR FLD W L R
report they had received from the Local Board (the equivaleot df & Jo@rsCounci) to various requests and
proposals they had madehis is the first time
the Board had replied formally in this way.
Among ot her t AheBagasl it sa
underbok to take into consideration the
proposals that relate to the Viaduct and Subways,
and the reconstruction of urinals beneath the
Viaduct, objecting however to have one placed at
WKH %RDWPDQYV &RYH « 7KH 6
the Chief Officer of the Coagtards were to be
communicated with as to refuse soil being
deposited on the bead®pparently this was
local builders using the beach as an easy dumping gréysttbto of the beach in 1892 is shown abpee. The
Board did not consider a conveniencdatfies was necessary and declined to entertain the suggéstion.The ar t i
goes on to say that the Associ abutabthe sante inmlexpmssihghegretiato ¢ a
their decision with regard to conveniences for ladiesvds considered that the shopkeepers would provide such
accommodation as was necessary, but ultimately Dawlish ought to follow the good example set in lafje towns.

On ot h e rAnemhbejaskedthere Was one law for the ri@dnd another for the paoand called attention to
the fact that a gentleman was allowed to keep his pigs close to a dwwilisg tand some discussion ensued upon
WKLV VXEMHFWY « 0U 20LY H WrauKdshbWdWwe-p@videl, bworie rBexnBed hant&i@m it
would be of no use, as the boys would be certain to go and play somewhere elspoat ofissedness

The next thing that caught my eye was this short pied¢ésomy Tate renewing his offer to donate his collection of 65
contemporary painting® the natioron the condition that they be displayed in a suitable galldeyhad made the
original offer three years earlief.he most obvious place to display the collection was the National Gallery, but that

was full. SoTate also offered £80,000 towdathe construction of a new gallery, but wasndét unti |l t h
1 1 HBUAL UL HOLY: SPERD 4BEU S, WS e s e A that a suitable location was found and construction work
“ENEROUS CONNOISSEUR commenced, on the site of the former Millbank Prison. In the
) Q ﬂ ! ‘1 /‘ T "' 7 : . . . ’
) i - end Tate paid the full building cost of £160,000 (equivaient
‘ Mr. Henry Tate, who has renewed, through the -
| Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir Willinmn Harcourt), about£75r‘r), and the National GaIIery of
| his loi'l'or to present hix; tv]zJLllmblnt collection of piclf,ntr}t-n British Art opened on 21 July 1897.
.| to the nation, is one of the most generous men of the -
| day. He made his fortune as a sugar-refiner, and (From the start it was commonly knoyvn
" | he takes care to spend libeml]yl for 1t,he };enef;t of as the Tate Gallery, eventually adopting
otaers. Liverpool has benefited largely by his bene- . . .
factions, and the Free Library in Lambeth was, it that nameofficially in 1932.)
may be rgmembergd, eélgé)weghby bim. Mr, Tate |t s interesting that
{ives in & fine mansion a6 Streathnm. articledescribes avork by Luke Fildes as
one of the most i mpor

bequest | know a bit about Victorian

painterg(especially the Pr&aphaelites

who were a particular interest of Tate

but confess | hadnot
These days most people would selEetMi | |Opheladr J.M.
Wa t e r hThe lsady dfsShalotis highlights of his collection.
Anyway, the work in question is shown beldliennewly painted
in 1891 At that time Fildeg18431927)was highly regarded as a
magazine and bodKustratoras well as an oil paintéfhe Doctor
is probably his best known work, inspired by treggicdeath of his
son from typhoicbn Christmas Dag877, but he also painted
various portraits commemorating the 1@2onation of King
Edward VII and Queen Alexandra
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